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I  want  to  thank  everyone  who  made  my  last  ad  such  a  success!  Over  35%  of 
the  coins  in  that  ad  were  sold.  Listed  below  are  some  new  purchases  and 
some  price  reductions  on  the  coins  that  did  not  sell  the  last  time. 
Orders  over  $100  sent  postpaid.  14  day  return  privilege. 


QUARTERS 

1842     Large  Date,  VG   $95 

1847-0  VG,  toned   28 

1850     EF,  old  cleaning   115 

1853-0  EF,  choice  original,  nice   150 

1856-  0  VF+,  nice  original   49 

1857-  0  Fine   19 

1857-0  VF-I-,  nearly  EF   48 

1857-S  VG,  original   95 

1858     VG-h,  full  LIBERTY   10 

1860-S  VG/AG++,  nice  coin   225 

1860-  S  VG-1-,  nearly  full  LIBERTY   325 

1861-  S  VG,  old  cleaning   65 

1862-  S   Fine   115 

1864     VF-h-f-,  nice  toning   155 

1865-  S   Fine,  slightly  dark  toning   145 

1866-  S  VF/EF,  old  cleaning    595 

1867-  S  AG-!--!-,  weak  rims,  off  center   95 

1867-S   Fine,  long  thin  rev.  scratch   275 

1 870     VF,  old  cleaning,  nice   1 30 

1870     VF,  original,  one  rev.  nick   135 

1872     VG   45 

1872-S  VG/G  obv.  &  rev.  scratches   325 

1875-CCFine   120 

1875-S  VG+,  nearly  full  Fine    39 

1875-S   VF,  tiny  obv.  scratch   59 

1 875-S   EF,  shiny  from  old  cleaning   1 25 

1876      PCGS  MS-63,  super,  PQ   595 

1878     F-VF,nice,nearlyVF   21 

1878  EF,  nice,  rev.  rim  ding    37 

1878-S   Fine,  some  rev.  marks   135 

1879  VG,  old  cleaning   115 

1879  VF,  old  cleaning,  nice   220 

1880  PCGS  MS-62,  brilliant,  PQ   560 

1881  PCGS  VF-30   260 

1882  PCGS  Proof-63,  super  nice   700 

1884     PCGS  VF-20,  original   295 

1884     PCGS  VF-25,  old  cleaning   285 


QUARTERS 

1887      PCGSFine-12,rare!   $325 

1887      PCGS  MS-62,  brilliant   630 

1887     MS-63,  nice  toning   750 

1887  PCGS  MS-63,  original  toning   795 

1890      PCGS  MS-62    540 

1890     PCGS  Proof-63,  super,  PQ   700 

HALF  DOLLARS 

1844     EF,  sharp,  gray  toning   $65 

1845-  0  Good,  old  cleaning   11 

1846-  0  ND,  Good +  ,  light  obv.  scratch  ....  15 

1849  EF,  super  nice,  original    125 

1850  Good +  ,  scarce   225 

1855      VG+    25 

1855      EF,  sharp,  obv.  cleaned   65 

1855     EF,  old  cleaning,  toned    70 

1855     EF-I-,  nice,  old  cleaning   78 

1856-  0  VG,  tiny  circulation  marks   12 

1857-  S   Mediums,  Good -I-   65 

1858-  0  G/VG,  old  cleaning   10 

1859     VG-H,  nice,  original   28 

1859     EF,  slightly  dark  toning    85 

1862     EF-I-,  super,  nice!   175 

1864-S   Good,  weak  rims,  cleaned   10 

1864-S   Large  S,  Fine-i-,  old  cleaning   29 

1866-  S   EF,  old  cleaning   72 

1867-  S   EF,  old  cleaning   48 

1868  EF,  some  tiny  marks   135 

1868-  S   Good   11 

1869  EF,  old  cleaning   59 

1871  Good   14 

1872  VF,  dark  toning   35 

1872-  CCGood   43 

1873-  S  VG.nice    65 

1877-S  VG+,  old  Cleaning   12 

1880  Good +,  nice   180 

1881  Good,  old  cleaning   145 

1888  Good   175 


QUARTERS  WANTED!  G,  VG,  F  :  1 853  NA,  1 860-S,  1 864-S,  1 866,  1 866-S, 
1867-S,  1870-CC,  1871-CC,  1871-S,  1872-S,  1873-CC,  1886. 

HALF  DOLLARS  WANTED!  G,  VG,  F  :  1844-0  Doubled  Date,  1849  Doubled 
Date,  1851,  1852,  1884,  1885,  1886,  1887. 

Bob  Foster  Rare  Coins 

P.O.  Box  1966  •  Euless,  Texas  76039 
Telephone  (817)  355-1235 
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Determining  How  Many  Mint  State  Liberty  Seated 

Dollars  Exist 

by 

Weimar  W.  White 

Numismatic  scliolars  have  long  sought  to  find  the  best  way  to  estimate  the  total 
populations  for  rare  date  Seated  coins.  For  example,  in  his  new  Silver  Dollar 
Encyclopedia,  Q.  David  Bowers  used  at  least  five  diverse  methods  for  determining 
the  mint  state  quantities  known  for  Liberty  Seated  dollars.  He  drew  upon  the 
grading  service  population  reports,  auction  data,  fixed  price  lists,  historical  data, 
his  own  experience  and  experiences  of  others.  Regardless  of  the  method  used,  all 
of  these  procedures  depend  on  some  sort  of  counting  system.  Each  separate 
method  comes  with  its  advantages  and  disadvantages  with  hearsay  information 
perhaps  being  the  weakest  component  to  any  counting  system. 

In  Dave's  new  encyclopedia,  he  gives  an  estimated  range  from  40,000  to  80,000 
for  Liberty  Seated  dollars  known  in  all  conditions.  Dave  also  published  my  estimate 
of  38,200  with  a  possible  error  of  20%  for  the  number  of  Liberty  Seated  dollars 
known  in  all  grades.  This  estimate  gives  a  range  of  30,560  to  45,840  pieces. 

A  quick  inspection  shows  that  our  ranges  overlap.  Also,  Dave  published  my 
estimate  of  2600  for  the  total  number  of  mint  state  specimens  extant.  This  figure 
was  derived  by  estimating  that  approximately  3,600  proof  Liberty  Seated  dollars 
exist  and  that  0.71  uncirculated  coins  exist  for  each  proof  specimen.  This  ratio  was 
determined  from  a  PCGS  population  report.  Therefore,  I  reasoned  that  about  2,600 
mint  state  specimens  are  in  existence  by  multiplying  0.71  by  3,600  to  obtain  2,600 
in  rounded  off  numbers. 

However,  it  recently  occurred  to  me  that  the  1 879-S  2nd  reverse  Morgan  dollar 
and  the  1 895-S  Morgan  dollar  could  be  used  as  reference  coins  to  check  the  2,600 
estimate.  These  two  reference  coins  were  previously  used  to  estimate  the  number 
of  1859-0  and  1860-O  dollars  extant  in  Issue  #55  of  the  journal.  Numismatic 
scholars  believe  that  the  1000  mint  state  1 895-S  dollars  and  the  3000  mint  state 
1 879-S  2nd  reverse  dollars  from  the  Redfield  hoard  represent  all  but  a  few 
examples  of  these  two  dates  in  mint  state. 

The  Reference  Coin  Method 

A  review  of  the  ANACS,  PCGS  and  NGC  population  reports  showed  that  589  mint 
state  1 895-S  dollars  and  1675  mint  state  1 879-S  2nd  reverse  dollars  have  been 
encapsulated.  Therefore,  if  we  divide  589  by  1 000  we  get  0.5890  as  the  fraction  of 
encapsulated  mint  state  1 895-S  dollars.  Similarly  by  dividing  1 675  by  3000  we  get 
0.5583  for  the  fraction  of  encapsulated  mint  state  1 879-S  2nd  reverse  dollars.  By 
averaging  the  results  of  the  two  reference  coins  we  get  a  value  of  0.5736.  This  figure 
can  now  be  used  to  determine  the  number  of  Liberty  Seated  dollars  known  using 
data  from  the  same  three  population  reports.  This  is  done  by  dividing  the  total  mint 
state  specimens  counted  for  each  date  by  0.5736.  This  reference  coin  method  is 
based  on  the  assumption  that  the  fraction  of  certified  coins  in  the  Liberty  Seated 
dollar  series  closely  approximates  the  fraction  certified  for  the  1 879-S  2nd  reverse 
dollar  and  the  1 895-S  Morgan  dollar. 
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Discussion  of  the  Results 

Table  I  shows  the  rarity  of  each  Liberty  Seated  dollar  in  descending  order.  As 
seen,  no  mint  state  1873-S  dollars  or  mint  state  1870-S  dollars  have  been 
encapsulated  as  of  this  writing.  My  estimate  for  each  date  has  been  calculated  from 
the  grading  service  figures  and  is  given  under  White  Estimate  for  each  date.  These 
numbers  can  be  compared  to  the  ranges  given  by  Dave  Bowers  in  his  silver  dollar 
encyclopedia. 

As  seen,  the  calculated  estimates  based  on  the  two  reference  coins  are  quite 
close  to  those  given  by  Bowers  with  only  two  noticeable  exceptions.  The  two  dates 
that  show  the  largest  difference  by  far  are  the  1 859-0  and  1 860-O  dollars.  If  about 
9,000  mint  state  examples  of  these  two  dates  exist  as  claimed  by  Bowers,  they  are 
in  hiding  and  are  not  a  part  of  the  present  numismatic  market. 

This  present  study  again  rechecks  my  original  1992  data  in  estimating  the 
number  of  mint  state  1859-0  and  1860-O  dollars  extant.  The  original  study 
estimated  that  approximately  458  and  670  mint  state  pieces  exist  for  the  1859-0 
and  1860-O  dollars  respectively.  Now  with  a  40%  increase  for  the  number  of 
specimens  encapsulated  for  the  1859-0  and  1860-O  dates  and  reference  coins, 
the  figures  give  approximately  the  same  estimates  with  438  pieces  for  the  1 859-0 
dollar  and  696  pieces  for  the  1 860-O  dollar.  Finally,  it  should  be  noted  that  the  new 
study  includes  ANACS  data  which  was  not  used  in  the  first  study.  The  reference 
coin  method  can  be  seen  to  be  a  powerful  statistical  tool  since  we  get  virtually  the 
same  estimate  for  the  number  of  extant  specimens  even  with  a  significant  increase 
in  the  number  of  encapsulated  specimens  for  the  1 859-0  and  1 860-O  dollars  and 
for  the  two  reference  dollars. 


Table  I 

Tabulation  and  Calculation  of  Mint  State  Liberty  Seated  Dollar  Data 


Rarity 

Grading  Service 

White 

Bowers 

Rank 

Date 

Count*') 

Estimate*^' 

Estimate*^* 

1. 

1 873-S 

0 

0 

0 

2. 

1870-S 

0 

0 

0-1 

3. 

1873-CC 

1 

2 

1-2 

4. 

1871 -CO 

1 

2 

2-4 

5. 

1872-S 

3 

5 

3-9 

6. 

1845 

6 

10 

5-11 

7. 

1852 

6 

10 

10-20 

8. 

1856 

6 

10 

12-19 

9. 

1872-CC 

7 

12 

7-14 

10. 

1 850-O 

7 

12 

8-16 

11. 

1855 

7 

12 

9-15 

12. 

1851 

8 

14 

16-32 

13. 

1844 

9 

16 

18-33 

14. 

1870-00 

11 

19 

18-35 

15. 

1859-S 

13 

23 

5-13 
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Rarity 

Grading  Service 

White 

Bowers 

Rank 

Date 

Count<^> 

Estimate'^' 

Estimate*^' 

16. 

1840 

14 

24 

25-42 

17. 

1868 

14 

24 

20-35 

18. 

1850 

15 

26 

13-27 

19. 

1 846-0 

16 

28 

14-28 

20. 

1848 

16 

28 

22-38 

21. 

1864 

18 

31 

28-45 

22. 

1841 

19 

33 

24-44 

23. 

1843 

21 

37 

28-54 

24. 

1859 

22 

38 

49-89 

25. 

1867 

23 

40 

38-69 

26. 

1869 

25 

44 

39-65 

27. 

1846 

27 

47 

35-67 

28. 

1865 

29 

51 

47-82 

29. 

1854 

31 

54 

30-50 

30. 

1861 

33 

58 

49-83 

31. 

1862 

33 

58 

42-69 

32. 

1866 

35 

61 

65-120 

33. 

1853 

35 

61 

77-149 

34. 

1863 

36 

63 

53-92 

35. 

1847 

40 

70 

44-83 

36. 

1849 

40 

70 

43-86 

37. 

1870 

43 

75 

87-169 

38. 

1842 

48 

84 

75-126 

39. 

1857 

51 

89 

67-119 

40. 

1860 

60 

105 

90-175 

41. 

1872 

63 

110 

125-213 

42. 

1873 

69 

120 

101-192 

43. 

1871 

109 

190 

173-362 

44. 

1 859-0 

251 

438 

2295-2839 

45. 

1860-O 

399 

696 

5328-5896 

Total 

1720 

3000 

Population  reports  used  to  count  specimens:  ANACS  7/93,  NGC  9/93,  PGGS 
10/93. 

IVIint  state  specimens  estimated  by  dividing  Grading  Service  Count  by 
0.5736. 

Bowers  estimates  for  dollars  extant  from  Silver  Dollar  Encyclopedia  Volume 
One,  1993,  pages  627-867. 
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Finally,  the  estimate  of  3,000  mint  state  Liberty  Seated  dollars  of  all  dates  given 
in  Table  I  closely  matches  the  estimate  of  2,600  pieces  given  in  the  Bowers 
encyclopedia  using  an  entirely  different  approach.  As  the  percentage  of  encapsu- 
lated coins  increases  fewer  will  be  submitted  for  certification.  By  comparison,  the 
reference  coins  should  show  a  similar  pattern.  The  reference  coin  method  will 
therefore  give  reasonably  accurate  estimates  at  any  given  point  in  time. 

History  of  the  1879-S  2nd  Reverse  Reference  Dollar 

"The  Comprehensive  U.S.  Silver  Dollar  Encyclopedia"  by  John  W.  Highfill 
contains  a  full  chapter  on  the  1879-S  dollar  with  the  reverse  of  the  1878  Morgan 
dollar.  Highfill  states  in  his  book, 

"Uncirculated  sun/ivors  were  apparently  unknown  until  Dean  Tavermer  discov- 
ered on  roll  in  1 967.  No  larger  quantities  showed  up  until  'three  bags'  were  identified 
in  the  Redfield  hoard  in  1976.  Leon  Hendrickson  bought  all  three,  sold  two  to  one 
dealer  and  the  third  to  another;  all  three  bags  have  been  dispersed,  the  coins  sold 
individually." 

In  his  book  on  "How  to  Make  Money  in  Coins",  John  V.  Kamin  made  these 
statements  about  the  1879-S  2nd  reverse  Morgan  dollar: 

"Prior  to  the  release  of  those  'three  bags'  no  one  we  know  (and  we  know  most 
everyone  in  the  silver  dollar  business)  had  ever  seen  more  than  a  few  single  pieces" 

Kamin  goes  on  to  say: 

"While  this  particular  variety  was  known,  it  had  been  so  scarce  that  it  had  never 
appeared  in  bag  or  roll  quantity,  to  any  silver  dollar  dealer's  knowledge.  Suddenly, 
'three  bags'  hit  the  market  " 

There  is  a  consensus  among  silver  dollar  dealers  and  collectors  that  virtually  the 
entire  population  of  1879-S  2nd  reverse  uncirculated  dollars  can  be  traced  to  the 
"three  bags"  released  in  the  1 970s.  It  is  for  this  reason  that  this  date  can  serve  as 
a  valuable  reference  coin  to  help  silver  dollar  specialists  approximate  the  number 
of  existing  specimens  of  other  dates  in  the  silver  dollar  series. 

Why  the  Reference  Coin  Method  is  an  Excellent  Way  to  Estimate  Liberty 
Seated  Dollars  Extant  in  Mint  State 

1 .  The  method  compares  dollars  to  dollars  rather  than  comparing  coins  of  other 
denominations  to  dollars. 

2.  The  method  is  believed  to  significantly  nullify  encapsulated  crack  outs  and  re- 
submissions. Such  activity  would  tend  to  be  equally  true  for  reference  dollars 
as  well  as  Liberty  Seated  dollars. 

3.  There  are  no  good  reasons  in  the  writer's  opinion,  why  mint  state  reference 
dollars  would  be  more  or  less  encapsulated  than  Liberty  Seated  dollars. 

4.  Data  from  three  grading  services  provides  more  information  than  from  just  one 
or  two  population  sources. 

But  the  reference  coin  method  is  not  infallible.  If  a  single  specimen  has  been 
cracked  out  and  resubmitted  numerous  times,  the  reference  coin  method  will  over 
estimate  the  number  of  existing  pieces.  Also  if  only  one  mint  state  1 871  -CC  dollar 
exists  and  has  been  encapsulated,  the  reference  coin  method  would  predict  that 
two  may  be  known.  However,  no  method  is  perfect  and  surprise  coins  will  pop  up 
as  was  seen  with  a  recent  encapsulation  by  NGC  of  an  1 873-CC  dollar  in  MS-64! 
Bowers  suggests  in  his  book  that  an  1870-S  dollar  in  mint  state  may  also  exist. 
Perhaps  in  time  we  will  know  if  this  is  true. 
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Conclusions 

The  reference  coin  method  is  presented  for  estimating  the  number  of  mint  state 
Liberty  Seated  dollars  extant  for  each  date.  Most  of  the  results  agree  closely  with 
those  given  by  Dave  Bowers  in  his  new  Silver  Dollar  Encyclopedia.  Also,  the 
estimates  mostly  fall  within  those  given  in  my  book  on  Liberty  Seated  Dollars 
published  in  1985  when  much  less  information  was  available  for  analysis. 

Approximately  3,000  mint  state  Liberty  Seated  dollars  were  found  to  exist  using 
this  statistical  approach.  This  number  matches  reasonably  well  with  the  figure  of 
2,600  estimated  by  a  different  technique.  All  systems  used  to  estimate  rarity  involve 
a  counting  operation.  Each  has  its  advantages  and  disadvantages.  However,  the 
reference  coin  method  proposed  in  this  article  is  data  driven  and  therefore  is  an 
unemotional  approach.  The  writer  feels  that  for  this  reason  and  others,  it  rates  high 
as  a  relevant  statistical  tool  for  estimating  the  number  of  existing  mint  state  Liberty 
Seated  dollars. 
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WANTED 

I  am  interested  in  purchasing  examples  of  the  Liberty  Seated  coins  listed 
below.  Please  let  me  know  what  you  have. 


Denomination  Date  Grade 

Dime  1844   ANY 

Dime  1866-S   ANY 

Dime  1867   ANY 

Quarter  1870-CC   ANY 

Quarter  1871-CC   ANY 

Quarter  1873-CCWA   ANY 

Quarter  1886   AG-XF 

Half  Dollar  1886   AG-XF 

Half  Dollar  1887    AG-XF 


Larry  Briggs  Rare  Coins 

P.O.  Box  187  •  Lima,  Ohio  45802 
Telephone  (419)  228-2285 
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Date  Styles  on  1846  Liberty  Seated  Coinage 

by 

John  W.  McCloskey 

I  have  always  considered  1846  to  be  one  of  the  most  interesting  years  in  the 
Liberty  Seated  series  because  of  distinctive  date  styles  that  were  used  on  each 
denomination  of  Seated  coins  in  this  year.  Each  issue  shows  date  characteristics 
that  are  not  seen  on  any  other  denomination  of  Liberty  Seated  coinage.  Further- 
more, all  denominations  show  date  characteristics  not  seen  in  earlier  or  later  years 
in  each  series.  Identification  of  these  characteristics  can  help  us  better  understand 
the  process  used  to  manufacture  coinage  dies.  It  should  be  noted  that  this  was  the 
last  year  for  individual  date  styles  for  the  different  denominations.  An  attempt  was 
made  in  1 847  to  standardize  this  style  across  denominations. 

The  1 846  half  dime  has  some  very  distinctive  digits  in  its  date.  The  1  has  a  short 
thick  right  base  and  a  narrow  longer  left  base.  The  upper  serif  slopes  down  and 
nearly  comes  to  a  point.  This  shape  is  unique  to  this  date.  The  upper  serif  runs 
straight  across  the  top  of  the  digit  in  earlier  years  and  slopes  down  more  sharply  on 
later  dates.  The  4  in  the  date  has  a  narrow  base  with  a  large  crosslet  on  the  right 
end  of  the  crossbar.  This  digit  is  nearly  as  wide  as  it  is  tall  and  has  a  small  triangular 
opening  in  the  digit.  The  squared  off  left  edge  of  the  4  and  its  distance  from  the  8 
are  also  distinctive  features.  The  left  side  of  the  6  is  fairly  upright  as  it  arcs  up  to  the 
horizontal  with  a  large  ball  on  the  end  that  does  not  fully  extend  to  the  right  side  of 
the  lower  loop. 


The  picture  of  the  1 846  half  dime  in  this  article  is  of  a  business  strike  specimen 
with  the  skirt  pendant  over  the  crosslet  of  the  4  and  the  point  of  the  shield  to  the  right 
of  the  1 .  The  proof  die  for  this  date  is  shown  on  the  cover  of  this  issue  and  has  the 


Uate  on  1846  Business  Strike  Half  Dime 
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date  located  further  to  the  right.  A  comparison  will  show  that  the  date  styles  are 
identical,  even  though  these  are  clearly  different  dies. 

The  date  on  the  1846  dime  also  shows  some  unusual  features  that  are  not 
present  on  other  denominations  of  this  year.  The  1  has  a  short  right  base  and  a 
longer  left  base  with  an  upper  serif  that  slopes  downward.  Again  this  feature  is  unlike 
that  seen  on  earlier  dates  which  have  a  serif  that  runs  across  the  top  of  the  digit. 
Beginning  in  1 847  the  upper  serif  of  the  1  slopes  down  more  sharply.  The  4  is  also 
quite  distinctive.  It  has  a  long  narrow  crossbar  with  no  crosslet  on  its  right  end.  The 
crossbar  is  also  located  higher  on  the  4  than  in  previous  years,  creating  a  smaller 
triangular  opening  in  the  digit.  The  4  is  different  from  those  in  later  years  because 
a  crosslet  was  added  to  the  4  in  1 847.  The  left  edge  of  the  6  makes  a  smooth  arc 
over  the  top  of  the  digit  to  a  small  ball  that  reaches  out  close  to  the  right  edge  of  the 
lower  loop. 

Over  the  years  I  had  observed  that  all  1 846  dimes  that  I  studied  had  extra  metal 
in  the  date  between  the  base  and  the  crossbar  of  the  4.  For  many  years  I  had 
assumed  that  this  was  the  result  of  deterioration  to  the  die  that  was  used  to  strike 
the  coins.  However  recent  studies  have  provided  me  with  evidence  to  indicate  that 
there  is  another  explination  for  the  defects  in  the  date  on  these  coins.  During  the  past 
two  years  I  have  had  the  opportunity  to  study  the  dates  on  more  than  a  dozen  1 846 
gold  quarter  eagles  from  three  different  mints.  All  of  these  coins  show  identical  date 
characteristics  to  the  Seated  dimes  with  identical  die  damage  between  the  crossbar 
and  the  base  of  the  4  in  the  date.  This  information  has  led  me  to  conclude  that  the 
dates  on  the  dimes  and  the  gold  quarter  eagles  were  punched  into  their  respective 
dies  by  the  same  defective  date  punch.  This  information  would  imply  that  the  extra 
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metal  was  caused  by  an  unfinished  date  punch  that  was  used  in  the  preparation  of 
the  coinage  dies.  I  believe  that  the  date  punch  was  too  shallow  and  that  some  of  the 
images  of  the  metal  fragments  on  the  base  were  transferred  to  the  coinage  dies 
during  this  year.  This  would  imply  that  all  1 846  dimes  would  have  defects  between 
the  crossbar  and  the  base  of  the  4  in  the  date. 

The  date  on  the  1846  quarter  has  a  1  in  the  date  with  a  shallow  base  and  the 
distinctive  sloping  upper  serif.  The  4  in  the  date  has  a  narrow  crossbar  with  no 
crosslet.  The  upright  of  the  4  is  much  thicker  than  on  the  dime.  Again  the  crossbar 
is  higher  on  the  digit  than  in  earlier  years  in  this  series.  The  6  is  unusually  wide,  being 
nearly  as  wide  as  it  is  tall.  The  left  edge  of  the  6  makes  a  continuous  arc  around  to 
the  large  ball  that  extends  over  to  the  right  side  of  the  digit.  This  same  date  punch 
with  the  same  date  characteristics  was  used  to  prepare  the  coinage  dies  for  the  gold 
half  eagles  of  this  year. 


Date  on  1846  Quarter 


The  half  dollar  series  has  two  distinct  date  styles,  both  having  a  4  with  a  crosslet. 
The  Medium  date  style  has  a  1  with  a  narrow  base  and  a  sharply  sloping  upper  serif. 
The  serif  is  different  from  those  seen  on  earlier  dates.  The  4  has  a  large  crosslet 
which  touches  the  right  base  of  the  digit.  This  crosslet  is  larger  and  extends  down 
farther  toward  the  base  of  the  digit  than  in  earlier  years.  The  6  is  taller  and  narrower 
than  that  same  digit  on  the  quarter  dollar  dies.  It  has  a  relatively  large  ball  that  does 
not  extend  over  to  the  right  side  of  the  digit. 
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Medium  Date  on  1846  Half  Dollar 


The  Tall  date  style  of  this  year  has  much  larger  digits  which  show  different 
features  from  the  Medium  date  variety.  The  1  has  a  tall  narrow  upright  with  a  short 
base  and  a  thick  stubby  upper  serif.  The  4  has  a  narrow  crossbar  with  a  smaller 
crosslet  that  is  distant  from  the  short  narrow  base.  The  6  is  tall  and  narrow  with  a 
wide  gap  between  the  upper  ball  and  the  lower  loop.  Both  of  these  date  styles  were 
used  to  strike  half  dollars  in  Philadelphia  and  New  Orleans  in  1 846.  The  shape  of 
the  1  in  both  styles  is  different  from  that  seen  on  earlier  and  later  dates  in  the  half 
dollar  series.  The  shape  of  the  4  in  both  date  styles  is  also  unique  to  this  year.  It  is 
because  of  these  distinctive  date  features  that  I  believe  four  digit  date  punches  were 
used  to  prepare  coinage  dies  during  this  period. 


Tall  Date  on  1846  Half  Dollar 
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The  1 846  dollar  has  a  1  in  the  date  with  a  sloping  upper  serif  and  a  4  with  a  narrow 
crossbar  and  a  small  triangular  crosslet.  The  6  is  tall  with  the  left  edge  of  the  digit 
arcing  over  to  a  small  ball  that  reaches  over  close  to  the  right  edge  of  the  lower  loop. 


Date  on  1846-0  Seated  Dollar 


The  unique  characteristics  of  the  date  styles  for  1846  Seated  coinage  indicate 
that  six  different  date  punches  were  prepared  in  Philadelphia  for  use  during  this 
year.  These  punches  were  used  to  prepare  the  coinage  dies  for  the  silver  Seated 
series  and  the  gold  Coronet  series  of  this  year.  This  year  appears  to  be  the  last  of 
an  era  as  date  styles  were  much  more  uniform  across  denominations  the  following 
year.  It  is  not  clear  why  there  were  so  many  different  styles  used  in  1 846  or  why  these 
styles  were  different  from  those  in  earlier  and  later  years.  But,  it  is  hoped  that 
additional  study  of  the  coinage  of  this  era  will  supply  some  further  clues  to  mint 
operations  during  the  middle  of  the  last  century. 

♦ 

Regional  Meeting  of  LSCC  Held  at 
1994  FUN  Convention 

The  Third  Annual  Regional  meeting  of  LSCC  was  held  at  the  1994  FUN 
Convention  at  9  am  on  Friday  January  7,  1994.  This  meeting  was  attended  by  43 
people  with  an  interest  in  all  Seated  series  from  half  dimes  to  dollars.  After  a  short 
formal  meeting  the  floor  was  opened  up  to  a  general  discussion.  It  was  pointed  out 
that  once  again  there  was  a  lack  of  better  date  Seated  material  on  the  bourse  floor, 
despite  the  fact  that  demand  has  remained  quite  strong. 

Two  coins  seen  at  the  show  turned  out  to  be  counterfeit.  There  was  an  1 878-S 
half  dollar  grading  VG+  that  turned  out  to  be  an  1878  Philadelphia  coin  with  an 
added  micro  s  mintmark  that  was  placed  too  low  in  the  field.  The  other  was  an  1 874- 
CC  dime  grading  VG/F  that  turned  out  to  be  an  1 874  Philadelphia  coin  with  an  added 
CC  mintmark.  This  coin  had  the  regular  Philadelphia  reeding  with  the  second  C  in 
the  mintmark  slightly  higher.  It  did  not  have  the  die  crack  that  runs  through  the 
mintmark  on  genuine  specimens  but  the  alteration  was  really  quite  well  done. 
Beware,  know  your  coins  or  the  person  from  whom  you  are  purchasing  your  coins. 

Several  rare  date  Seated  coins  were  seen  at  the  convention.  The  best  of  these 
were  three  1 874-CC  dimes,  two  1 870-CC  quarters,  three  1 873-CC  WA  quarters  and 
an  1 878-S  half  dollar.  However,  all  but  one  of  these  coins  was  seen  at  the  table  of 
one  dealer. 

Larry  Briggs 
Vice-President  LSCC 
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Mail  Bid  Sale  of  Liberty  Seated  Coins 
Sale  Closes  April  30,  1994 


HALF  DIMES 

VF-30 

Several  small  marks  on  obverse  and  rims. 

XF-45 

Small  Stars  Earlv  die  state 

1838-0 

G6A/G10 

Mirp  for  nradp  nrininal 

1840-O 

XF-40. 

No  Drapery.  Old  cleaning,  a  little  dark. 

1845 

AU-50. 

Strong  DOUBLED  DATE.  Nice. 

1846 

VF-20. 

Bent  &  straightened,  leaving  vise  marks  at  obverse  rims,  on  shield 

and  in  obverse  fields.  Small  planchet  crack  at  star  1 . 

1849-0 

VF-30. 

Old  cleaning,  light  golden  retoning,  nice. 

1852-0 

VF-35. 

One  heavy  &  several  light  reverse  rim  marks. 

1853 

AU-55. 

With  Arrows.  Well  struck  &  bright. 

1856-0 

VF-30. 

Die  break  from  rim  to  head.  Minor  reverse  marks. 

1857 

VF-30. 

Attractive,  original.  Nice  for  grade. 

1858 

PCI  XF-40. 

Over  Inverted  Date.  Red  label  Slab(Gleaned). 

1858-0 

F-12. 

Die  break  from  rim  to  head.  A  couple  of  tiny  marks,  slightly 

dark,  original. 

low 

(j-o. 

Several  small  shallow  marks. 

1864-S 

VF-30. 

uio  Cleaning.  iNice,  scarce  in  mis  graoe. 

1867-S 

VF-30. 

Vprv  attractivp  orininal 

1868-S 

XF-45. 

Lightly  cleaned.  Minor  field  friction. 

1870 

AU-50. 

Choice,  light  gray,  lustrous. 

DIMES 

1838-0 

F-12. 

uriginai  gray  toning. 

1849-0 

AU-55. 

Large  0.  Cleaned,  full  strike,  scarce. 

1873 

VF-20. 

No  Arrows,  Open  3.  Album  toning. 

QUARTERS 

1844 

VF-25. 

Old  light  cleaning.  Nice. 

1863 

F-15. 

r^ice  original. 

1869 

F-12. 

Original  gray.  Nice  for  grade. 

1880 

PCGS  AU-50. 

Traces  of  luster,  light  toning. 

HALF  DOLURS 

1853-0 

XF-40. 

Arrows  &  Rays.  Recut  Date.  Cleaned. 

1854-0 

G-6. 

Doubled  Date.  Reverse  die  break. 

1876-CC 

XF-45. 

Golden  highlights. 

1881 

VG-10. 

Lightly  cleaned  &  retoning. 

Mail  Bid  Rules. 

1 .  No  Minimum  Bids.  Make  your  best  offer  for  each  coin. 

2.  You  may  specify  a  maximum  amount  that  you  wish  to  spend. 

3.  1 0  day  return  privilege  on  all  lots. 

4.  Postage  &  insurance  costs  will  be  added  to  all  invoices. 

5.  Sales  tax  will  be  added  for  California  residents. 

6.  All  bids  must  be  received  no  later  than  April  30, 1 994. 

7.  Successful  bidders  will  be  notified  within  10  days.  All  lots  must  be  paid  for  upon  receipt  of  invoice. 

8.  Thank  you!  Good  luck! 

Charles  W.  Woodruff  •  LSCC  #893 

P.O.  Box  3776-G  •  Redwood  City,  California  94064 
Telephone  (415)  367-1064 
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Liberty  Seated 
Dollars 

1841       ANACS  AU-50  Well  Struck,  Proof-Like  $650 

1846-0    ANACS  MS-60.  Light  golden  toning(PQ)   7900 

1 845      AU-50.  Nice  peripheral  toning  1 300 

1 845       PCGS  AU-55.  White  proof-like  surfaces  1 400 

1850-O    ANACS  EF-45.  Light  golden  toning   1500 

1850-O    AU-50.  Original  toning,  problem  free   3900 

1 859      ANACS  AU-50.  Dark  brown,  nice  surfaces  1 1 00 

1 859-S    NGC  EF-45.  Light  brown,  good  strike  1 600 

1861       ANACS  EF-45.  Well  struck,  problem  free  1350 

1 864      AU-55.  Dark  brown  toning   1 1 00 

Please  call  for  a  more  detailed  description  of  coins. 
7  day  return  privilege  for  coins  in  original  holder. 
Virginia  residents  add  4.5%  sales  tax. 
All  orders  sent  postage  paid. 
All  coins  in  bank  vault. 

Greg  Shishmanlan  •LSCC#1494 

1631  HIddenbrook  Drive  •  Herndon,  VA  22070  , 
Telephone  (703)  883-7441    8-4  EST 

I 
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Results  of  the  1993  Liberty  Seated  Quarter  Survey 


by 

Larry  Briggs 

During  the  fall  of  1993,  a  Seated  Quarter  Survey  form  was  sent  to  all  club 
members  asking  them  to  report  all  of  the  coins  from  this  series  that  they  currently 
owned.  The  survey  form  was  returned  by  1 03  club  members  who  reported  a  total 
of  3937  coinsfrom  this  series.  I  would  like  to  take  this  opportunity  to  thank  every  club 
member  who  took  the  time  to  fill  in  the  survey  form  and  return  it  for  inclusion  in  the 
survey  results.  It  is  only  through  the  efforts  of  those  members  participating  in  the 
survey  that  articles  of  this  kind  can  be  successful. 

First,  it  should  be  mentioned  that  this  survey  does  not  represent  a  random 
selection  of  available  coins  in  the  Seated  quarter  series.  In  many  cases  rare  dates 
and  varieties  will  be  over  represented  because  collectors  will  often  buy  extra 
examples  of  Seated  rarities  when  they  become  available.  Furthermore,  some  errors 
are  bound  to  be  made  in  the  recording  of  varieties  on  the  survey  form  in  spite  of 
every  participant's  good  intentions  to  be  accurate  in  listing  the  varieties  in  their 
collections.  Despite  these  limitations,  this  survey  provided  very  good  information  on 
the  rarity  of  many  varieties.  Several  interesting  varieties  have  been  known  for  a 
number  of  years  and  their  rarity  seems  to  be  holding  up.  Others  have  only  recently 
been  discovered  and  it  will  take  some  time  to  determine  a  true  rarity  rating  for  these. 

A  total  of  3937  coins  was  reported  in  the  survey,  but  only  83  of  these  were  listed 
in  uncirculated  condition.  There  were  56  pieces  reported  in  grades  of  MS-60/62  and 
27  pieces  reported  in  grades  of  MS-63  + .  A  complete  listing  of  the  number  of  pieces 
reported  for  each  date  by  grade  is  being  compiled  and  will  be  published  in  the  next 
issue  of  the  journal.  The  purpose  of  this  summary  is  to  provide  a  rarity  scalefor  each 
date  in  the  series  and  to  identify  the  rarity  of  important  varieties  in  the  series.  Tables 
have  been  compiled  for  each  mint  listing  the  rarity  of  each  date  in  rank  order. 
Furthermore,  these  totals  were  broken  down  by  variety  for  those  dates  with  listed 
varieties  on  the  survey  form.  When  no  variety  is  identified  for  a  given  part  of  the  total, 
it  implies  that  these  pieces  have  not  been  attributed  to  any  of  the  specifically 
identified  varieties  for  this  year. 

The  table  for  the  Philadelphia  dates  confirms  many  of  the  rarity  ratings  that  have 
been  established  over  the  years.  The  1842  Small  Date  turned  out  to  be  the  least 
reported  of  the  Philadelphia  dates.  This  date  is  recognized  as  a  very  rare  proof  only 
issue  in  the  series.  The  second  rarest  issue  in  the  Philadelphia  series  was  the  1 853/ 
53  No  Arrows  date.  This  again  is  a  recognized  rarity  among  the  Philadelphia  issues. 
Other  dates  that  ranked  very  high  were  the  low  mintage  1 886  and  1 887  issues  as 
well  as  the  difficult  to  obtain  1 866  and  1 869  issues. 

Among  the  varieties  in  the  Philadelphia  issues,  the  least  reported  varieties  were 
the  recently  identified  doubled  die  obversevarietiesfor  1855, 1856, 1858  and  1861 . 
It  is  likely  that  additional  examples  of  these  varieties  will  surface  when  collectors 
more  closely  examine  the  coins  in  their  collections.  Other  rare  varieties  would 
include  the  1 856  with  an  extra  5  in  the  shield,  the  recently  discovered  1 863  1  /I  and 
the  1891  with  an  extra  89  in  the  denticles. 
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Philadelphia  Mint  Issues 
Rarity  by  Date 


Rank 

Date 

Frequency 

Rank 

Date 

Frequency 

1. 

1842  Sm  Dt 

1 

30. 

1857 

34 

2. 

1 853/53  NA 

12 

31. 

1870 

34 

3. 

1873  NA  CI  3 

13 

32. 

1880 

34 

4. 

1 842  Lg  Dt 

15 

33. 

1849 

35 

5. 

1886 

16 

34. 

1846 

37 

6. 

1887 

16 

35. 

1865 

38 

7. 

1869 

17 

36. 

1844 

40 

8. 

1851 

18 

37. 

1879 

41 

9. 

1866 

18 

38. 

1860 

42 

10. 

1868 

18 

39. 

1839 

44 

11. 

1888 

18 

40. 

1 873  Arr 

44 

12. 

1873  NA  Op  3 

20 

41 . 

1878 

45 

1  o. 

1  ooo 

AO 

1  Ooo 

A7 

14. 

A     ft  r~ 

1885 

20 

43. 

1843 

49 

15. 

1852 

21 

44. 

1862 

53 

16. 

1881 

23 

45. 

1855 

55 

17. 

1884 

23 

46. 

1877 

55 

18. 

1882 

25 

47. 

1847 

56 

19. 

1889 

25 

48. 

1859 

57 

20. 

1863 

26 

49. 

1872 

57 

21. 

1840 

27 

50. 

1845 

58 

22. 

1841 

27 

51. 

1891 

60 

23. 

1867 

27 

52. 

1875 

62 

24. 

1871 

27 

53. 

1858 

68 

25. 

1874 

28 

54. 

1856 

73 

26. 

1864 

30 

55. 

1876 

80 

27. 

1890 

30 

56. 

1861 

81 

28. 

1850 

33 

57. 

1854 

103 

29. 

1848 

34 

58. 

1853  A&R 

167 

Philadelphia  Mint  Issues 
Rarity  by  Variety 

Date  Variety  Frequency  Date  Variety  Frequency 

1838   Total  47  1839   Total  44 

1838  Open  Claws   38  1839  Closed  Claws  22 

1838  Closed  Claws   9  1839  Reverse  of  1 838    18 

1839  Very  Long  Claws  4 
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Philadelphia  Mint  Issues 
Rarity  by  Variety 


Date  Variety  Frequency 

1841   Total  27 

1841   21 

1841  Doubled  Die  Rev   6 


Date  Variety  Frequency 

1845   Total  58 

1845    38 

1845/5    20 


1846   Total  37 

1846   25 

1846/46    12 


1847   Total  56 

1847    28 

1847  Compass  Point  Rev  8 

1847  Doubled  Die  Rev  8 

1847/7  Doubled  Die  Rev  4 

1847  Extra  8  in  Rock  7 

1847/7    1 


1848   Total  34 

1848/1848    25 

1 848 Triple  1,  Doubles   9 


1849    Total  35 

1849    20 

1849  Compass  Point  Rev   15 


1850    Total  33 

1850   23 

1850  Extra  1  in  Rim   10 


1852   

1852  .. 
1852/52 


Total 


21 

19 

,  2 


1 853  Arrows  &  Rays         Total  1 67 

1853   139 

1853/54    26 

1853/853  Doubled  Die  Obv.  ...  2 


1854    Total  103 

1854  Arrows  91 

1854  Compass  Point  Rev   12 


1855    Total  55 

1855   46 

1855  Compass  Point  Rev   7 

1855  Doubled  Die  Obv   2 


1856   

1856   

1 856  Compass  Point  Rev. 
1 856/56  Recut  South  . . . 
1856/6  Doubled  Die  Obv. 
1856  Extra  5  in  Shield  . . . 


Total 


73 

62 
.  7 
.  2 
.  1 
.  1 


1857    Total  34 

1857   27 

1857  Recut  5   4 

1857  Compass  Point  Rev   3 


1858    Total  68 

1858    58 

1858  Compass  Point  Rev  9 

1858  Doubled  Die  Obv   1 


1859    Total  57 

1859   4 

1 859  Type  1  Obv,  Type  1  Rev.  33 
1 859  Type  1  Obv,  Type  2  Rev.  .  7 
1 859  Type  2  Obv,  Type  2  Rev.  13 


1860    Total  42 

1860    7 

1 860  Type  2  Obv,  Type  1  Rev.  .  23 
1 860  Type  2  Obv,  Type  2  Rev.  .  1 2 
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Philadelphia  Mint  Issues 
Rarity  by  Variety 


Date  Variety  Frequency 

1861   Total  81 

1861   26 

1861  Type  2  Obv,  Type  1  Rev.  .  7 
1 861  Type  2  Obv,  Type  2  Rev.  43 

18616/6   4 

1861  Doubled  Die  Obv   1 


Date 

1863   

1863  .. 
18631/1 


Variety 


Frequency 

Total  26 

 25 

  1 


1865   Total  38 

1865   24 

1865  1/1    14 


1868   

1868   

1868 Triple  1,  Doubles, 


Total 


18 

17 

,  1 


1869    Total  17 

1869   12 

1869  Doubled  Die  Obv   5 


1872    Total  57 

1872    34 

1872  Extras  in  Denticles  23 


1875    Total  62 

1875  Type  1  Rev   39 

1875  Type  2  Rev   19 

18751/1    4 


1876    Total  80 

1876  Type  1  Rev  27 

1876  Type  2  Rev  42 

1 876  Extra  6  Between  76  3 

1876/76  South  3 

1876  Recut  6  Inside   2 

1876  Extra  18  in  Denticles  3 


1882    Total  25 

1882   22 

188218/18   3 


1883   

1883   

1883  Extra  83  in  Denticles 


Total 


20 

19 

,  I 


1886    Total  16 

1886  Strong  LIBERTY   8 

1886  Mushy  LIBERTY   8 


1887    Total  16 

1887  Die  Scratch  in  Shield  ....  15 
1887  Proof   1 


1891    Total  60 

1891   59 

1891  Extra  89  in  Denticles   1 
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For  the  New  Orleans  issues,  the  1 842-0  Small  Date  ranked  first  in  order  of  rarity. 
This  date  was  closely  followed  in  rarity  by  the  1 849-0, 1 851  -O  and  1 852-0  issues, 
all  difficult  dates  to  find  in  any  grade.  In  uncirculated  condition,  all  New  Orleans  mint 
issues  are  rare,  including  the  1 853-0  for  which  fewer  than  a  dozen  specimens  are 
known  in  true  mint  state.  The  least  reported  varieties  among  the  New  Orleans 
issues  would  be  the  recently  discovered  1 847-0  with  the  mintmark  to  the  right  and 
the  1853-0  over  horizontal  O.  Several  long  recognized  varieties  have  remained 
hard  to  find.  These  include  the  1 840-O  With  Drapery  with  the  Large  O  mintmark,  the 
1853-0  with  the  filled  O  mintmark,  the  1843-0  Large  O  and  the  1854-0  Huge  O. 


New  Orleans  Mint  Issues 
Rarity  by  Date 


Rank 

Date 

Frequency 

Rank 

Date 

Frequency 

1. 

1 842-0  Sm  Dt 

13 

11. 

1856-0 

40 

2. 

1851-0 

17 

12. 

1857-0 

40 

3. 

1852-0 

17 

13. 

1844-0 

41 

4. 

1849-0 

19 

14. 

1841-0 

43 

5. 

1855-0 

22 

15. 

1858-0 

43 

6. 

1891-0 

26 

16. 

1860-O 

44 

7. 

1 847-0 

29 

17. 

1843-0 

49 

8. 

1850-O 

30 

18. 

1840-O 

50 

9. 

1859-0 

32 

19. 

1854-0 

54 

10. 

1 842-0  Lg  Dt 

40 

20. 

1853-0 

68 

New  Orleans  Mint  Issues 
Rarity  by  Variety 


Date  Variety  Frequency 

1840-O  Total  50 

1840-O  No  Drapery   15 

1 840-O  With  Drapery,  Small  0  29 
1 840-O  With  Drapery,  Large  0  .  6 

1843-0   Total  49 

1843-0  Small  0   37 

1843-0  Large  0   12 


1853-0   Total  68 

1853-0   60 

1853-0  Filled  0   6 

1 853-0  0  over  horizontal  0  ...  2 

1860-O   Total  44 

1860-O   35 

1860-O  Broken  0   9 


Date  Variety  Frequency 

1841-0   Total  43 

1841-0   33 

1841-0  Doubled  DieObv   10 


1847-0    Total  29 

1847-0  Mintmark  Left   18 

1847-0  Mintmark  Centered   9 

1847-0  Mintmark  Right  2 

1854-0   Total  54 

1854-0    39 

1854-0  Huge  0   12 

1 854-0  Crumbled  Obv.  Die  3 


19 


The  1860-S  turned  out  to  be  the  least  reported  date  among  the  San  Francisco 
mint  issues.  This  date  was  closely  followed  in  rarity  by  the  1 871  -S,  1 872-S  and  1 878- 
S  issues.  The  three  rarest  San  Francisco  dates  in  the  higher  grades  were  the  1 859- 
S,  1860-S  and  1864-S.  Among  varieties,  the  recently  discovered  1858-S  with 
mintmark  to  the  left  remained  unique  among  reported  coins.  It  also  appears  that 
among  1873-S  quarters,  the  Small  Open  S  variety  is  much  rarer  than  the  Small 
Squat  S  variety. 


San  Francisco  Mint  Issues 
Rarity  by  Date 


Rank 

Date 

Frequency 

Rank 

Date 

Frequency 

1. 

1860-S 

12 

13. 

1856-S 

26 

2. 

1 872-S 

13 

14. 

1873-S 

27 

3. 

1878-S 

14 

15. 

1857-S 

28 

4. 

1871-S 

15 

16. 

1862-S 

28 

5. 

1 866-S 

17 

17. 

1858-S 

30 

6. 

1 867-S 

18 

18. 

1874-S 

31 

7. 

1864-S 

20 

19. 

1855-S 

38 

8. 

1861-S 

21 

20. 

1 888-S 

41 

9. 

1869-S 

22 

21. 

1891-S 

45 

10. 

1859-S 

23 

22. 

1 875-S 

46 

11. 

1865-S 

23 

23. 

1877-S 

60 

12. 

1 868-S 

25 

24. 

1876-S 

61 

Date 


San  Francisco  Mint  Issues 
Rarity  by  Variety 


Frequency 


Variety 

1856-8   Total  26 

1856-S   20 

1856-S/S   6 


Date  Variety  Frequency 
1858-S   Total  30 

1858-S  Mintmark  Right   7 

1 858-S  Mintmark  Centered ....  22 
1858-S  Mintmark  Left   1 


1869-S   Total  22 

1869-S  Circular  Crack  on  Obv.  12 
1 869-S  No  Crack  on  Obv   10 

1 875-S   Total  46 

1 875-S  Type  1  Rev   19 

1 875-S  Type  2  Rev   27 


1877-S   Total  60 

1877-S  Mediums   41 

1877-S  Medium  Small  S   19 


1873-S   Total  27 

1873-S  Small  Squats  22 

1873-S  Small  Opens  5 

1876-S   Total  61 

1876-S  Type  1  Rev   13 

1 876-S Type 2  Rev,  Mediums  .  23 
1876-S  Type  2  Rev,  Med.  Small  S  25 

1 888-S   Total  41 

1 888-S  Strong  LIBERTY  25 

1888-S  Mushy  LIBERTY   16 
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The  rarest  date  among  the  Carson  City  issues  was  the  1 873-CC  No  Arrows  date. 
Only  two  coins  of  this  date  were  reported,  one  an  unverified  coin  in  an  AG  grade. 
As  expected,  the  coins  from  the  first  four  years  of  operation  in  Carson  City  were  the 
rarest  dates  from  this  Western  mint.  Carson  City  coins  from  the  later  years  were 
scattered  among  the  different  varieties  listed  for  these  years. 


Carson  City  Mint  Issues 

Rarity  by  Date 

Rank 

Date 

Frequency 

Rank 

Date 

Frequency 

1. 

1873-00  NA 

2 

6. 

1875-00 

35 

2. 

1873-00  WA 

9 

7. 

1878-00 

53 

3. 

1870-00 

12 

8. 

1877-00 

70 

4. 

1871-00 

15 

9. 

1876-00 

76 

5. 

1872-00 

17 

Date  Variety 

1876-CC  Total  76 

1876-00  Type  1  Rev,  Small  00  . .  25 
1876-00  Type  1  Rev,  Large  00  . .  11 
1 876-00  Type  2  Rev,  Small  00  . .  18 
1 876-00  Type  2  Rev,  Large  00  . .  17 

1 876-00  6/6  Type  1  Rev   2 

1 876-00  Doubled  Die  Obv  3 


Carson  City  Mint  Issues 
Rarity  by  Variety 

Frequency 


Date  Variety 

1 877*00   •••••< 

1877-00  Small  00 
1877-00  Large  00 

1877/77-00  

1877/77/77-00  .  .  . 


Frequency 

Total  70 

  16 

 40 

 9 

 5 


1878-CC  Total  53 

1878-00    41 

1878-00  Cancelled  Obv  12 


The  Liberty  Seated  quarter  series  is  the  most  challenging  of  the  Seated  series  to 
collect  because  of  the  many  rare  dates  in  the  series.  Hopefully  this  survey  has 
provided  some  insight  into  the  availability  of  the  different  dates  in  the  series.  Anyone 
wishing  to  make  further  comments  on  the  survey  or  the  Seated  quarter  series  in 
general  is  encouraged  to  write  to  me  as  follows:  Larry  Briggs,  P.O.  Box  1 87,  Lima, 
Ohio  45802. 
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HALF  DIMES 

1848     8/7/6,  EF,  old  cleaning   $120 

1850-O  EF/AU,  nice  old  toning   130 

1853-0  Arrows,  VF    20 

1861      1/0,  EF,  sharp   145 

1867-  S   EF,  original  color    70 

1868     VF+,  original  color   180 

1868-  S  AU,  nice  luster    150 

DIMES 

1843  Doubled  Date,  nice  original  VF  . . .  $45 

1846     EF,  some  luster,  nice   650 

1846  VF,  sharp   225 

1852-0  EF,  original,  very  scarce   135 

1860-  S   F-VF,  very  scarce   60 

1862-S   F-I-,  pleasing   70 

1864-  S   Fine,  old  cleaning   40 

1865-  S   Fine   48 

1876-CC  Doubled  Die  obv,VG-F    36 

1878-CC  EF,  original  toning,  scarce   210 

1886-S   Fine,  original   55 

QUARTERS 

1842-0  Large  Date,  EF,  nice  original   $155 

1 847  Base  of  8  in  rock,  sharp  EF   1 50 

1 847-0  Fine,  light  old  cleaning   50 

1848  1848/1848,  nice  EF   195 

1849  AU,  lovely,  original  toning    320 

1852  VF-XF,  sharp  original   165 

1853  3/4,  Good,  very  scarce   36 

1857-  8   EF,  scarce   400 

1858-  S   VF,  original   200 

1859-  0  EF-I-,  nice  original   120 

1861  EF/AU,  sharp,  lovely  old  toning  ....  75 

1861-  S   NiceVF   275 

1862  EF   55 

1863  VF-EF,  nice  original    115 

1865     VF,  nice  old  toning   210 

1865-S    EF,  sharp,  very  scarce   400 

1867      VG-F,  attractive   200 

1868-S   Fine   115 


QUARTERS 

1875-S   AU-50+,  lustrous,  very  scarce  . . .  $275 


1875-S   Fine   67 

1889     VF,  nice   260 

1 891  ANACS  AU-55,  gorgeous  toning  . .  110 

HALF  DOLURS 

1839  ND,  EF-40,  original   $575 

1841      VG-F,  original   50 

1841-0  EF,  lovely  original   145 

1846  Tall  Date,  Spiked  4,  AU    150 

1846-0  6/6,  VF+,  nice   90 

1846-0  Tall  Date,  Fine,  rare    325 

1848  EF,  scarce   185 

1852  NGC  EF-45,  sharp  &  nice   800 

1854-  0  EF-45,  super  original  color   100 

1855  EF,  sharp    95 

1855-  S  VF,  two  decent  plugs,  genuine  .. .  200 

1862     EF,  very  scarce   185 

1862     VF   95 

1862     VG   40 

1864  VF,  nice  toning,  edge  bumps   75 

1865  AU-55,  very  sharp   285 

1868      EF,  scarce   265 

1870-S   VF-F,  original    42 

1873-00  No  Arrows,  Good   150 

1873-00  Arrows,  original  choice  VF   430 

1875-S  Choice  AU+,  lovely  toning   150 

1878      EF-45,  choice   135 

SEATED  DOLLARS 

1840  AU-58,  sharp  early  strike   $875 

1844  VF-35,  light  toning,  scarce   360 

1845  AU-50,  old  toning,  luster    900 

1 847  EF/AU,  lovely  old  toning,  sharp  ...  400 

1849  AU-50-I-,  light  toning,  luster   575 

1853  EF/AU,  choice   975 

1856  VF-20,  typical  strike,  original   460 

1859-S   EF-40,  original  old  toning   1000 

1861      EF/AU,  sharp  strike,  rare   1500 


1 868     EF-45,  very  sharp,  deep  gray  toning  490 


Satisfaction  guaranteed.  1 4  day  return  privilege.  Please  add  $1 .50  postage  on 
orders  under  $1 00;  add  $3.00  on  orders  over  $1 00.  Maryland  residents  add 
5%  sales  tax.  Layaway  and  approval  service  available. 


Mark  Hotz  Rare  Coins  •  LSCC  #989 

69  West  Main  Street  •  Westminster,  Maryland  21157 
Telephone  or  Fax  (410)  876-1427 
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The  1840-O  V-9  Half  Dime 


by 

William  A.  Harmon 

Valentine  describes  and  pictures  five  varieties  ofthe1840-Ohalfdimein  his  book 
on  half  dime  die  varieties.  In  Issue  #45  of  the  journal,  this  writer  suggested  that  the 
transitional  variety  without  drapery  and  an  open  bud  reverse  discovered  by  Kam 
Ahwash  be  given  the  V-6  designation.  I  also  suggested  that  the  V-7  designation  be 
assigned  to  the  newly  discovered  variety  having  the  V-5  obverse  with  a  different 
open  bud  reverse.  In  Issue  #47  of  the  journal,  Brian  Greer  reported  the  discovery 
of  a  no  drapery.  Large  O,  closed  bud  variety  with  the  reverse  of  the  1839-0  V-1 
variety.  Although  he  did  not  give  this  variety  a  Valentine  number,  it  is  entitled  to  the 
designation  V-8  from  a  sequential  point  of  view.  The  subject  of  this  article  is  yet 
another  variety  consisting  of  an  earlier  use  of  the  no  drapery  V-6  obverse  combined 
with  a  newly  discovered  small  letters,  closed  bud,  Small  o  reverse.  This  variety  will 
be  designated  as  V-9.  The  pictures  of  the  1 840-O  V-9  half  dime  were  taken  by  Tom 
Mulvaney. 


1840-0  V-9  Half  Dime 


The  writer  used  two  examples  of  the  V-6  variety  owned  by  Larry  Briggs,  Breen's 
illustration  of  variety  #3021  in  his  encyclopedia  and  BIythe's  example  of  the  V-6 
variety  pictured  in  his  Complete  Guide  to  the  Liberty  Seated  Half  Dime  Series  to 
compare  the  V-9  obverse  to  the  V-6  obverse.  The  V-9  half  dime  pictured  in  this 
article  is  presently  the  only  example  of  this  variety  known  to  the  writer. 
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The  1840-O  V-9  coin  pictured  in  this  article  was  obtained  from  Kam  Ahwash  in 
1 982.  He  sold  it  as  an  1 840/1 840  repunched  date  variety  for  obvious  reasons.  The 
characteristics  of  the  repunched  date  may  be  seen  in  the  enlarged  picture  of  the 
date  below.  The  first  punching  ran  noticeably  downhill  and  was  then  largely 
corrected  by  the  second  date  punching.  Perhaps  the  most  important  feature  of  the 
repunched  date  on  this  die  is  that  this  coin  represents  a  very  early  strike  from  this 
obverse  die.  The  first  date  punching  is  very  light  and  its  features  would  be  reduced 
even  more  by  die  wear  and  die  polishing.  The  first  punching  might  even  be  invisible 
on  an  early  strike  if  the  coin  shows  circulation  wear. 


Recut  Date  on  1840-O  V-9  Half  Dime 


A  very  noticeable  characteristic  on  the  V-9  coin  pictured  in  this  article  is  the 
flattened  head  on  the  obverse  and  the  flattened  bow  on  the  reverse.  These  features 
would  be  opposite  each  other  on  the  coin.  This  weakness  in  strike  would  probably 
have  caused  type  collectors  to  pass  by  this  coin  on  sight.  For  years  the  writer  had 
assumed  that  these  apparent  defects  were  the  result  of  permanent  damage  to  the 
dies.  But  under  this  assumption,  it  would  not  have  been  possible  for  the  obverse 
die  to  produce  the  undamaged  examples  of  the  V-6  variety  later  in  its  die  life.  This 
presented  a  problem  that  required  considerable  time  to  resolve.  Larry  Briggs  was 
asked  for  his  opinion  after  this  inconsistency  was  recognized.  After  studying  the 
coin  for  some  time,  Larry  concluded  independently  that  the  apparent  damage  was 
not  permanent.  His  reasoning  was  that  the  edges  of  the  damaged  area  would  be 
sharply  defined  if  this  were  permanent  damage  produced  from  a  hard  object  being 
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struck  between  the  dies.  This  is  not  the  case!  His  opinion  is  that  the  apparent 
damage  resulted  from  a  temporary  obstruction,  such  as  a  blob  of  grease.  In 
support  of  the  grease  theory,  note  a  lesser  obscuring  of  star  8  and  the  cap.  Except 
for  the  apparent  defects,  the  coin  is  sharp  with  almost  flawless  fields,  and  could 
have  been  struck  early  in  the  die  set  up  when  grease  may  have  been  left  on  the  dies. 
Another  example  of  the  V-9  variety  like  the  one  pictured  might  befound,  but  it  is  even 
more  likely  that  one  will  be  found  without  the  apparent  defects. 

There  are  many  common  characteristics  linking  the  V-6  obverse  to  the  V-9 
obverse.  Both  obverses  have  a  shield  line  position  SL-5  and  the  date  is  located  the 
same  vertically.  Traces  of  the  repunched  date  under  the  1  and  under  the  crossbar 
of  the  4  may  be  seen  under  16X  magnification  on  Larry's  better  grade  V-6  coin. 
However,  these  traces  are  very  faint  and  would  not  be  noticed  if  you  were  not 
looking  for  them.  Ahwash  mentioned  a  die  crack  from  the  rim  to  the  left  bottom  of 
the  rock  on  the  V-6  variety.  This  die  crack  is  present  very  lightly  on  the  V-9  coin. 
Ahwash  also  mentioned  a  crack  from  the  back  of  Liberty's  head  to  the  cap  on  the 
pole.  This  die  crack  is  visible  on  the  examples  of  the  V-6  variety  that  I  have 
previously  listed.  This  crack  is  not  evident  on  the  V-9  coin  but  this  is  consistent  with 
the  conclusion  already  reached  that  the  V-9  variety  was  struck  prior  to  the  V-6  coins. 

The  V-9  and  V-6  obverses  also  show  a  die  crack  from  an  outside  point  of  star  1 0 
to  the  rim.  This  crack  appears  lightly  on  the  V-9  coin  but  is  quite  clearly  seen  on  the 
illustration  of  Breen  #3021 .  Both  varieties  show  doubling  along  three  points  of  star 
1 ,  these  being  the  points  toward  Miss  Liberty,  the  rock  and  the  bottom  of  the  coin. 
This  doubling  is  stronger  on  the  two  lower  points  and  is  evident  on  the  V-9  and 
V-6  examples  studied.  However  on  Larry's  well  circulated  example  of  the  V-6 
variety,  these  defects  appear  only  as  broader  points  because  of  circulation  wear. 

The  reverse  of  the  V-9  variety  has  a  Small  o,  located  vertically  midway  between 
the  M  and  the  bow.  The  o  is  located  left  of  center  horizontally  with  no  perceptible 
tilt  to  the  left  or  right.  Two  other  Small  o  varieties  of  the  same  type  were  described 
by  Valentine,  these  being  the  V-3  and  V-4  varieties.  The  vertical  location  of  the  o  is 
quite  similar  on  all  three  varieties,  but  on  V-3  and  V-4  the  horizontal  position  is  closer 
to  the  center  than  on  the  V-9  variety.  But  if  mintmark  location  is  used  as  a  method 
of  attribution,  this  technique  might  require  the  presence  of  all  three  Small  o  varieties 
for  a  positive  identification.  A  simpler  method  of  attributing  each  of  these  varieties 
is  to  note  the  die  cracks.  Valentine  described  die  cracks  for  V-3  at  the  A  of  STATES 
and  at  the  first  A  and  last  A  of  AMERICA.  You  might  add  others  from  the  R  of 
AMERICA  and  from  the  left  ribbon  end.  For  V-4,  Valentine  noted  a  die  crack  from 
M  of  DIME  through  the  o  and  bow  knot  to  the  edge.  Add  to  this  another  to  the  C  of 
AMERICA.  V-9  shows  die  cracks  from  the  N  and  T  of  UNITED,  the  first  T  and  A  of 
STATES,  the  A,  E  and  I  of  AMERICA,  both  ribbon  ends  and  both  stems.  Some  of 
these  cracks  are  very  light.  Other  die  cracks  are  possible  on  later  uses  of  this  die. 
Finally  it  should  be  noted  for  identification  that  the  V-3  obverse  can  easily  be 
distinguished  from  the  V-4  and  V-9  obverses  by  the  placement  of  the  date.  The 
V-3  obverse  has  the  point  of  the  shield  over  the  left  side  of  the  8  in  the  date.  The 
V-4  and  V-9  obverses  have  the  point  of  the  shield  entirely  to  the  left  of  the  8  in  the 
date. 

It  would  be  reasonable  to  believe  that  the  V-9  reverse  die  broke  up  rather  early, 
judging  from  the  many  die  cracks  visible  on  this  die.  The  V-9  obverse  die  was  then 
used  with  an  open  bud  reverse  die  to  create  the  transitional  V-6  variety.  The  breakup 
of  the  V-6  obverse  die  may  have  occurred  quickly  as  well  judging  from  the  very  rare 
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status  of  the  V-6  variety.  Some  progression  in  the  die  cracks  on  the  V-6  obverse  was 
noted  in  this  study.  The  V-6  obverse  was  then  replaced  by  a  with  drapery  obverse 
to  create  the  V-5  variety  described  by  Valentine. 

The  identification  of  the  V-9  variety  completes  the  transition  to  the  new  with 
drapery  open  bud  dies  in  die  linkage  progression  order.  The  following  table 
summarizes  the  die  linkage  information  in  this  article  together  with  earlier  informa- 
tion provided  by  this  writer  in  Issues  #45  and  #46  of  the  journal. 

Die  Replaced  Variety  Characteristics  Variety  Identification 


It  would  have  been  convenient  if  this  progression  could  have  been  recorded  in 
order  by  Valentine  numbers,  but  this  was  not  the  order  in  which  the  discoveries  were 
made.  This  particular  series  is  now  probably  complete  unless  someone  finds 
another  obverse  with  the  V-9  reverse. 

A  complete  description  of  the  new  variety  is  as  follows: 


Obv.  SL-5.  Earlier  use  of  V-6  obverse  die.  May  show  some  die  state  of  1 840/1 840. 
Die  crack  from  rim  to  lower  left  bottom  of  rock  and  another  from  an  outside 
point  of  star  1 0  to  rim.  Doubling  along  three  points  of  star  1 . 

Rev.  Small  letters,  closed  buds.  Small  o  mintmark  left  of  center  midway  between 
bow  and  M  with  no  perceptible  tilt.  Die  cracks  at  N  and  T  of  UNITED,  first 
T  and  A  of  STATES,  the  A,  E  and  I  of  AMERICA,  both  ribbon  ends  and  both 
stems. 

Your  comments  on  this  article  are  most  welcome.  Please  address  any  comments 
to:  William  A.  Harmon,  P.  O.  Box  546,  Athens,  Ohio  45701-0546.  It  is  always 
interesting  to  hear  about  successful  searches  for  rare  varieties  in  the  half  dime 


Reverse  Die 
Obverse  Die 
Reverse  Die 
Obverse  Die 


No  Drapery,  Closed  Buds 
No  Drapery,  Open  Buds 
With  Drapery,  Open  Buds 
With  Drapery,  Open  Buds 
New  Date,  Open  Buds 


1 840-O  V-9 
1 840-O  V-6 
1840-O  V-5 

1 840-  O  V-7 

1841-  0  V-5 


1840-O  V-9  Half  Dime 


senes. 


I  am  building  a  date  set  of  Liberty  Seated  half  dollars  in 
XF-45  condition  and  am  seeking  original,  uncleaned 
specimens  with  a  strong  strike.  What  can  you  offer? 


Charles  Sullivan  •  LSCC  #1525 

8190  Beechcraft  Avenue  •  Gaithersburg,  MD  20879 
Telephone  (301)  330-1500  (days)  •  Fax  (301)  330-6920 


♦ 
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HALF  DIMES 

1838-0   XF  detail,  light  roughness   $425 

1859-0   Toned,  Gem  BU   675 

1864  Frosty,  Choice  BU   1675 

1865  VG/F   270 

1865      VF,  weak  LIBERTY   335 

1867  Fine+ detail,  light  roughness —  275 

1868  VF/XF,  a  couple  of  rim  ticks    175 

DIMES 

1859-S  XF  detail,  very  light  roughness  . .  $325 

1863      Choice  Fine   425 

1863      Choice  AU/BU   725 

1863  Choice  BU   1250 

1864  NiceF/VF   425 

1 864  Superb  Gem  BU,  in  an  NGC 
Proof-66  holder   5750 

1865  Choice  VG   365 

1867  Nice  AU,  dipped,  business  strike  1150 

1867      NiceBU   1400 

1867      Lightly  toned  Gem  BU   4750 

1870-S    VF,  old  cleaning   345 

1870-  8    VF/XF,  light  rim  mark   455 

1871-  CC  Good,  tiny  mark  in  STATES    675 

1872-  CC  Nice  AG   265 

1873-  CC  Arrows,  very  nice  GA/G   750 

1 879  VF/XF,  a  few  light  marks   265 

1880  Nice  VG/F   160 

1881  NiceFine-l-   185 

1885-S    Very  choice  AG -F   290 

1885-S    Nice  VF,  cleaned   1250 

QUARTERS 

1 841  Choice  PCGS  Proof-60,  PQ . . .  $1 5,000 

1842  Large  Date,  Choice  XF   375 

1842-0    Small  Date.  Var.  1 -A.  VF   1650 

1842-0    Small  Date.  Var.  1-A.  VG   385 

1849-0    Choice  Fine   900 

1 849-0  Nice  VF,  flaw  over  T1  of  STATES   1 1 00 

1851-  0    Choice  VF/XF   625 

1852-  0    XF,  reverse  rough  spot   950 

1855-  0    NiceVF   250 

1856-  S    NiceXF   400 

1857-  S    NiceVF   295 

1 858-  S    XF  detail,  light  roughness   290 

1859-  S    VF/XF,  very  light  roughness   325 

1859-S    Choice  AU/BU  coin   5750 


QUARTERS 

1860-S    Nice  Fine   $345 

1860-S    Choice  VF    825 

1860-S    Nice  AU,  lightly  cleaned   4750 

1864-S    XF,  dig  at  star  6   950 

1866      Choice  Fine   400 

1866      Toned  BU   1550 

1866  Ch.BU,  spot  by  rock   1900 

1866-S    Medium  gray  VF    575 

1866-S    VF+    675 

1 866-  S    Toned  XF/AU,  marks  expertly 

removed  from  obverse  field    600 

1867  Proof,  cleaned,  retoned   485 

1867-  S    Lightly  cleaned  XF   545 

1868  Lightly  toned  BU   775 

1869  Toned  XF   595 

1869-  S    Cleaned  AU,  nice   750 

1870-  CC  Nice,  near  Choice  VF    8000 

1870-  CC  Nice  XF/AU,  old  dipping  16,500 

1871-  CC  NiceG+/AG   825 

1871-CC  NiceG  +  +/G   1500 

1871-CC  Fine,  light  roughness   1750 

1871-S    Dark  VG,  a  few  hidden  marks  ... .  280 

1871-  S    Dark  gray  VF   525 

1 872  Original  toned  BU,  very  rare  ....  2275 

1872-  CC  Nice  original  VG+   650 

1872-CC  VF  detail,  some  roughness   750 

1872-  CC  Original  Fine,  nearly  choice    950 

1873  NA,  Closed  3.  Proof,  a  few 

light  marks   310 

1873-  CC  Arrows,  G-I-/AG-   875 

1873-  CC  Arrows,  VF   4750 

1875-CC  Var.  1-A.VF+   285 

1875-CC  Var.  2-B.  Choice  XF   425 

1878-S    Cleaned  AU   550 

HALF  DOLLARS 

1842-0   Small  Date,  original  Fine   $1075 

1850  Choice  VG   255 

1851  Nice  VF/XF   445 

1852  NiceF/VF   500 

1873      NA,  Open  3.  ANACS  VG-8   2575 

1874-  CC  Choice  VF    925 

TRADE  DOLLARS 

1875     Nice  VF+,  old  cleaning    $525 

1875-  S  S/CC,  AU,  no  chopmarks   950 


WANT  LISTS  SOLICITED.  All  Coins  Kept  in  Bank. 

Larry  Briggs  Rare  Coins 

P.O.  Box  187  •  Lima,  Ohio  45802 
Telephone  (419)  228-2285  day  or  night 
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A  Closer  Look  at  the  1847  Doubled  Die 


Reverse  Quarter 

by 

Christopher  F.  Piliiod 

In  Issue  #50  of  the  journal,  Harry  Salyards  presented  pictures  of  the  1847 
Doubled  Die  Reverse  quarter  which  shows  prominent  doubling  through  the 
lettering  QUAR  and  DOL  on  the  reverse  die.  This  doubling  is  so  strong  that  even 
the  periods  after  QUAR  and  DOL  are  clearly  doubled.  His  coin  has  a  date  which  is 
centered  between  the  rock  and  the  denticles  and  is  sloping  slightly  downward  with 
the  4  and  7  distant  from  the  rock.  There  is  a  noticeable  repunching  of  the  7  to  the 
left  of  the  upper  serif  and  minor  repunching  at  the  left  base  of  the  4.  This  is  certainly 
an  interesting  variety  with  many  unusual  features  for  numismatic  study. 


1847  Doubled  Die  Reverse  Quarter 


Recently,  I  purchased  a  high  grade  example  of  the  1847  Doubled  Die  Reverse 
quarter  in  a  late  die  state  that  prompted  me  to  make  a  careful  study  of  its  die 
characteristics.  In  this  late  state  the  reverse  die  is  clearly  seen  to  be  deteriorating. 
The  doubling  on  the  lettering  QUAR  and  DOL  is  not  as  strong  but  is  still  evident  at 
the  bases  of  the  letters  QUAR.  There  is  now  a  prominent  die  crack  that  forms  over 
the  T  in  UNITED  and  then  runs  along  the  top  of  the  letters  ED  STATES. 
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1847  Doubled  Die  Reverse  Quarter,  Late  Die  State 


The  obverse  on  this  late  die  state  example  is  different  from  that  seen  on  the  early 
die  state  coins.  The  new  obverse  has  a  high  date  with  all  four  digits  of  the  date  close 
to  the  rock  base.  The  date  is  also  located  further  to  the  right  with  the  tip  of  the  shield 
over  the  left  edge  of  the  8  in  the  date.  Late  die  state  examples  with  the  second 
obverse  appear  to  be  rarer,  but  they  presently  command  a  smaller  premium  than 
the  first  obverse  coins  with  the  repunched  digits  in  the  date. 


Second  Obverse  for  1847  Doubled  Die  Reverse  Quarter 
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HALF  DIMES 

1839-  0  AU-55+,shattered  rev,  pretty ... .  $275 

1856     AU,  very  nice   85 

1 858  Over  inverted  date,  VF-35,  original   1 1 0 

DIMES 

1838-0  0/0,  F+  +  ,A-1,GR-1 01,  original..  $85 

1838  Partial  drapery,  XF,  choice   185 

1839  AU+,A-3,  sharp  strike   195 

1840-  O  Medium  0,VF-35+,A-2,  rare   125 

1840  With  Drapery,  G+,  light  gray   27 

1841-  0  Medium  0,  XF,  original   95 

1843     XF,  sharp  &  original   35 

1843     1843/1 843,  XF,  choice   75 

1 845  5/5/5,  VF,  A-2,  GR-1 01 ,  original  ....  65 

1845  1845/1 845,  VF,  some  roughness...  15 

1845-0  VF-30/35,  original   190 

1847  VF-35,  A-2.  GR-1 03,  choice   105 

1848  XF-H,A-1,  GR-1 01,  original   95 

1848  VF-35,  A-1,GR-101,  light  gray   65 

1849  AU-55+,  sharp,  lightly  cleaned  ...  215 
1849     VF,  A-1 ,  Obverse  scratch   25 

1849  9/8,  G+,A-3,GR-101,  scarce   32 

1850  XF,  tiny  obverse  marks   32 

1850     VF-f-,  light  rev.  die  cracks   25 

1850-  O  Medium  0,XF+,A-3,  rim  cuts....  145 

1851-  0  Large  0,  VF-35,  obv.  scratches  ....  85 

1851-0  Large  0,VF   75 

1851-0  Large  OVF+/F+    70 

1853  WA,VF+,  original   15 

1853-0  VF-30/35 +.  scarce   65 

1853-  0  VF-30   55 

1854  AU-58+,  A-1,  very  pretty   325 

1854     XF-40+,  heavy  date   40 

1854  VG+,GR-102,  rotated  rev   15 

1854-  0  VF,  die  crack  through  8   20 

1855  Doubled  die  obv,  near  F   30 

1855  XF,  light  gray   50 

1856  Large  date,  VF-30 sharp   28 

1856     Small  date,  XF+,  some  luster   30 

1856     Small  date,  XF,  GR-1 01    60 

1856     XF,  GR-1 01,  tiny  rim  dings   45 

1856-0  Medium  0,XF-45+,A-5   375 


DIMES 

1856-  0  Large  0,  XF,  nice   $70 

1857  XF-45+,  A-1,  choice   45 

1857-  0  Medium  0,XF-i-,  choice   175 

1857-0  Large  0,  VF-30/35,  A-2   32 

1858  XF,  rev  die  cracks   30 

1859  Blundered  date,  XF-45,  original. . .  125 

1859-0  Medium  0,XF+,  A-2,  nice   115 

1859-0  Large  0,XF+,  A-1    80 

1 859-0  Large  0,  VF-30,  A-1 ,  original   40 

1861      Type  1  obv,  AU,  original   85 

1861  Type  2  obv,  XF-I-,  rev.  darkness  ...  35 

1 865-S   Nearly  VF,  GR-1 02,  rare   200 

1867-8   VF-30+,A-2,GR-102   125 

1868      Fine,  A-5   36 

1870-S   Nearly  F/G  but  rough   125 

1872  2  in  base,  XF-45,  GR-1 01   125 

1873  WA,  VF/F,  a  little  dark   22 

1874  VF,  rev.  rim  mark    25 

1875-S   Micro  s,  AU,  very  scarce    145 

1875-S   Micro  s,  VF-35,  choice   50 

1875-  00  AU-55+,A-4   175 

1876-  00  Extra6,VF-35/30    55 

1876-  CC  Doubled  die  obv,  VF,  Rev.  B   125 

1877     MS-63,  very  choice   250 

1877-  S   AU  +  ,  A-1,  choice   85 

1882      MS-63+  +  ,  Broken  top  2    325 

1888  XF-45+,  shattered  rev   45 

1889  AU  +  ,  GR-1 01,  choice   95 

1890-8   Blundered  date,  VF,  GR-1 03   50 

1890-  8  Smalls,  VG+,  mintmark left   36 

1891      VF+,  choice   10 

1891-  0  XF   25 

QUARTERS 

1840-O  ND,  VF- ,  original    $65 

1847-0  F+,  Briggs  1-B   45 

1853      1853/854,  WA,F,  scarce    80 

1891      VF,  original   25 

HALF  DOLLARS 

1861-0  Confederate  Obv,  XF,  original  .. .  $145 

1877-S   Micros, VF-35. WB-1 01    75 


TERMS:  14  day  return  privilege.  Personal  checks  must  clear.  Satisfaction 
guaranteed.  Please  add  $2.00  for  postage  and  handling  on  all  orders. 

Many  other  dimes  and  varieties  available.  Want  lists  solicited. 

Terry  Searcy  •  LSCC  #766 

Rt.  2Box10»  Brimley,  Michigan  49715 
Telephone  (906)  248-3361 
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Coin  Dealer  Newsletter  Quarterly  II  Prices  for  Liberty 
Seated  Dollars:  Are  They  Accurate? 

by 

Greg  Shishmanian 

I  would  like  to  explore  the  large  price  differences  that  currently  exist  in  numis- 
matic publications  for  About  Uncirculated  (AU)  better  date  Liberty  Seated  dollars. 
I  have  been  collecting  Seated  dollars  for  almost  five  years  and  find  that  most  dealers 
have  a  healthy  respect  for  this  series.  Dealers  realize  that  regardless  of  numerical 
grade,  a  great  deal  of  work  and  patience  is  necessary  to  assemble  a  quality 
collection  of  Seated  dollars.  The  challenge  of  collecting  and  studying  this  fascinat- 
ing series  has  increased  beyond  my  imagination.  Of  course  I  have  had  great 
teachers;  special  thanks  must  go  to  Chris  Napolitano  and  Duncan  Lee  for  all  their 
help  and  patience  over  the  years. 

Recently,  I  spoke  with  a  Florida  dealer  about  the  Seated  dollar  prices  listed  in  the 
Coin  Dealer  Newsletter  (CDN)  Quarterly  II.  He  finds  these  prices  are  a  reference  for 
dealers  who  are  not  knowledgeable  about  the  series.  They  use  them  as  offers  to  a 
seller  who  wishes  to  liquidate  a  coin  on  that  day.  He  continued  to  say  that  the  coins 
are  likely  to  be  of  poor  quality  and  have  problems  such  as  hairlines,  poor  luster, 
distracting  marks  or  rim  damage.  Despite  this,  the  Quarterly  II  states,  "Prices  listed 
are  for  no  problem  coins". 

A  Minnesota  dealer  I  respect  feels  that  Quarterly  II  prices  for  better  date  Seated 
dollars  are  used  by  dealers  when  someone  wishes  to  liquidate  an  inherited 
collection.  Simply  put,  for  someone  who  does  not  realize  the  rarity  or  value  of  their 
coins.  My  experience  suggests  that  the  majority  of  dealers  and  collectors  desire 
more  realistic  pricing  information. 

I  enjoyed  sharing  stories  and  price  information  with  two  veteran  dealers  while 
attending  the  Crab  State  Coin  Exposition  in  Maryland.  Each  has  studied  and  traded 
Seated  dollars  for  over  thirty  years.  I  shared  my  genuine  concern  with  current 
Quarterly  II  prices.  The  Iowa  dealer  finds  shifting  the  prices  one  column  to  the  left 
yields  a  low  but  more  accurate  market  value.  The  Maine  dealer  looked  up  from  the 
Quarterly  II,  smiled  and  said,  "exactly". 

The  Quarterly  II  began  listing  Liberty  Seated  dollar  prices  in  January  1992. 
Shortly  after  this  I  began  asking  numismatists  this  question;  why  is  there  such  a 
large  discrepancy  between  conventional  source  (CS)  prices  and  Quarterly  II  prices 
for  better  dates  in  this  series?  The  CS  prices  represent  actual  trades  that  took  place 
at  major  or  local  coin  shows.  In  addition,  they  include  prices  from  Coin  World 
Trends  and  Numismatic  News  plus  prices  realized  at  auctions  held  by  the  following 
four  major  coin  auction  companies:  Bowers  &  Merena,  Heritage,  Stack's  and 
Superior.  CS  prices  do  not  include  teletype  prices  because  better  date  Seated 
dollars  rarely  trade  in  this  manner.  The  Quarterly  II  states  "Prices  on  less  frequently 
traded  coins  may  reflect  last  known  information.  These  wholesale  prices  should 
not  be  misinterpreted  by  retail  clients  as  levels  at  which  coins  can  be  bought  or 
sold;  wholesale  buying  requires  a  substantial  market  presence".  I  agree  if  you 
replace  the  words  retail  clients  with  the  word  anyone. 

Table  I  compares  prices  of  forty  three  different  dates  in  this  series.  Coin  World 
Trends  and  Numismatic  News  Seated  dollar  prices  differ  by  less  than  26%  for 
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nearly  all  dates  in  AU  condition.  The  following  four  dates  are  exceptions:  1845, 
1 853, 1 859-S  and  1 872-CC.  Numismatic  News  prices  are  lower  by  27%  to  45%  for 
these  four  dates. 

To  illuminate  the  problem,  I  have  compared  the  CS  price  with  the  Quarterly  II 
Newsletter  price  for  each  date.  This  comparison  yields  price  differences  of  at  least 
25%  for  all  but  five  dates:  1 857, 1 859-0, 1 860-0, 1 871  and  1 872.  Not  including  the 
1 857  date,  the  remaining  four  are  the  most  common  dates  in  the  series.  Prices  for 
all  other  dates  grading  AU  are  from  25%  to  65%  lower  in  the  Quarterly  II  Newsletter 
as  shown  in  Table  I.  This  is  particularly  perplexing  since  most  series  listed  in  the 
Quarterly  II  do  not  share  this  large  price  divergence. 

The  price  difference  for  each  date  is  given  as  a  percentage  of  the  CS  price  by 
subtracting  the  Quarterly  II  price  from  the  CS  price,  dividing  by  the  CS  price,  and 
multiplying  by  1 00.  For  example,  an  1 866  dollar  has  a  Quarterly  II  price  of  $500,  this 
is  50%  lower  than  its  $1000  CS  price. 

Table  I 

Liberty  Seated  Dollar  Prices  in  AU 


Date 

Lb  rnCG 

uuaneriy  ii 

yyVi  -  rin) 

/cw 

ICS 

<?ifift7 

<fi500 

16  7% 

27.3% 

1  OH  1 

yj  t  ^ 

370 

0  0 

35.7 

1 R49 

1 

5'^? 

370 

3  4 

30.5 

1  ftd.'^ 
1  oto 

370 

5.5 

30.8 

1  R44 

950 

475 

20.0 

50.0 

1845 

1 100 

550 

42.3 

50.0 

1  Rd.R 

550 

370 

14.5 

32.7 

1846-0 

1800 

700 

7.5 

61.1 

1847 

575 

380 

13.9 

33.9 

1848 

1450 

725 

9.7 

50.0 

1849 

625 

425 

10.7 

32.0 

1850 

2250 

1350 

3.9 

40.0 

1850-O 

4000 

1750 

24.7 

56.3 

1851 

13500 

6000 

20.0 

55.6 

1852 

13000 

5000 

14.3 

61.5 

1853 

950 

370 

27.3 

61.1 

1854 

4350 

3200 

6.7 

26.4 

1855 

4375 

2850 

5.6 

34.9 

1856 

1425 

1050 

3.7 

26.3 

1857 

1350 

1150 

10.7 

14.8 

1859 

1200 

425 

20.0 

64.6 

1859-0 

487 

370 

5.0 

24.1 

1 859-S 

4400 

2400 

45.5 

45.5 
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Date 

CS  Price 

Quarterly  II 

(CW-NN) 

(CS-QII) 

/CW 

ICS 

1860 

$825 

$425 

1 7.7% 

A  Q  CO/ 

4o.O  /o 

1860-O 

485 

370 

6.0 

Zo.i 

1861 

1600 

850 

17.7 

4d.9 

1862 

1600 

625 

6.5 

60.9 

1863 

1175 

525 

12.0 

ceo 
55. o 

1864 

1175 

525 

25.5 

CC  Q 

55. o 

1865 

1150 

525 

12.0 

C  i1  o 

54.3 

1866 

1000 

500 

18.2 

50.0 

1867 

1050 

525 

16.7 

50.0 

1868 

900 

550 

1 .1 

38.9 

1869 

850 

450 

8.6 

47.1 

1870 

625 

450 

1 1 .8 

28.0 

1 870-CC 

2750 

2000 

25.0 

27.3 

1871 

550 

450 

0.0 

18.2 

1871-CC 

16250 

9700 

14.3 

40.3 

1872 

525 

450 

1 .8 

14.3 

1872-CC 

7750 

5800 

27.8 

25.2 

1872-S 

3250 

1350 

10.5 

58.5 

1873 

600 

450 

0.0 

25.0 

1873-CC 

26000 

19500 

23.1 

25.0 

I  continue  to  share  wholesale  and  retail  pricing  information  on  this  series  with 
several  coin  dealers  and  find  that  the  numismatic  community  highly  respects  each 
one  for  their  knowledge  and  integrity.  They  agree  that  Quarterly  II  prices  for  most 
better  date  Seated  dollars  grading  Very  Fine  and  above  are  unrealistic  and  do  not 
accurately  reflect  current  market  value.  These  dealers  are  eager  to  purchase 
quality  Seated  dollars  for  resale  at  levels  well  above  current  Quarterly  II  prices.  For 
example,  a  Virginia  dealer  is  offering  three  to  four  times  the  current  Quarterly  II  price 
for  an  1 851  or  1 852  dollar  in  AU  condition.  The  Quarterly  II  states,  "Rarity  also  plays 
a  key  role  in  selling  prices,  with  a  substantial  premium  asked  for  extremely  scarce 
coins:  the  wholesale  asking  price  may  be  multiples  of  the  listed  Bid  price".  Does 
this  suggest  that  the  thirty  eight  dates  which  have  significantly  lower  Quarterly  II 
prices  are  extremely  scarce  coins? 

Most  numismatists  agree  that  the  line  between  wholesale  and  retail  prices  is 
blurry  at  best.  A  California  dealer  I  know  has  observed  many  dealers  purchasing 
rare  coins  from  auctions,  shows,  and  collectors  at  wholesale  prices.  Wholesale 
prices  because  these  coins  are  resold  at  retail  prices.  Frequently  a  seller  will  offer 
a  coin  to  a  collector  or  a  dealer  at  or  very  near  the  same  price.  I  realize  wholesale 
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prices  are  usually  lower  than  retail  prices.  But,  how  much  lower  should  wholesale 
prices  be?  The  overwhelming  response  I  hear  from  numismatists  is  25%  or  less.  I 
believe  CS  prices  are  an  even  mixture  of  wholesale  and  retail  prices  and  truly 
represent  the  current  market  value  for  original  better  date  Seated  dollars. 

I  called  and  asked  one  of  the  CDN  editors  two  questions.  (1)  Who  contributes 
to  the  Seated  dollar  price  information  used  in  the  Quarterly  II?  (2)  How  are  prices 
increased  or  decreased?  I  was  told  that  contributions  come  from  many  different 
sources  in  the  market  place.  Also  that  the  price  increases  in  the  last  issue  were  the 
result  of  trades  that  took  place  at  the  Long  Beach  Coin  Show.  Dealer's  high  bids 
determine  the  current  prices.  Sales  or  trades  determine  rarity  prices,  but  these 
prices  are  not  exact.  In  addition,  multiple  bids  made  by  one  dealer  or  several  bids 
from  different  dealers  can  affect  CDN  Quarterly  II  prices. 

Witnessing  several  transactions  almost  always  convinces  dealers  and  collec- 
tors alike  that  there  is  a  large  discrepancy  in  pricing  information.  Dealers  and 
collectors  need  accurate  pricing  information  to  determine  current  market  value  for 
a  coin.  The  vast  majority  are  seeking  original  problem  free  coins  at  fair  prices.  My 
experience  reveals  that  they  are  using  a  combination  of  prices  realized  at  major 
auctions,  Coin  World  Trends,  and  their  own  experience  as  price  guides  for  buying 
and  selling  Seated  dollars. 

I  am  acutely  aware  of  the  difficulty  in  determining  current  market  value  for  rare 
date  Seated  dollars.  Some  dates  trade  infrequently  making  current  market  pricing 
data  scarce.  In  addition,  quality  and  overall  eye  appeal  of  a  coin  may  be  one  of  the 
most  important  factors  in  determining  its  value.  I  often  ask  myself  if  I  will  be  happy 
with  a  coin's  quality  and  appeal  several  years  from  its  purchase  date. 

Why  do  CDN  Quarterly  II  prices  appear  to  be  too  low  for  most  better  date  Liberty 
Seated  dollars?  Probably  because  none  of  the  ten  or  so  dealers  nation  wide  who 
specialize  in  quality  Seated  dollars  are  currently  contributing  price  information  to 
the  CDN  Quarterly  II.  One  possible  solution,  ask  several  of  these  dealers  for  their 
input  and  use  the  average  values.  I  realize  that  pricing  is  a  complex  and  delicate 
subject  but  hope  to  see  the  current  price  discrepancies  resolved. 


Liberty  Seated  Half  Dollars 


1855/854 

1869 

1871-CC 


1847 
1847-0 


AU-I-, strong  strike,  normal  date, scarce  in  high  grade  ..  $150 
Ch.XF+,  flat  stars  on  right,  soft  head,  strong  reverse  ....  90 

Ch.VF,  light  strike   125 

Ch.XF-i- ,  strong  strike,  light  perimeter  toning   1 30 

VG,  even  wear,  scarce   140 


14  Day  Return  Privilege. 


Please  add  $2.00  for  Postage. 


Paul  Brill  •  LSCC  #749 

230  Mitchell  Road  •  Southern  Pines,  North  Carolina  28387 
Telephone  (919)  692-8317  evenings 
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ANA  School  of  Numismatics 
Summer  Conference  on  Numismatics 
July  9- 15,  1994 

U.S.  LIBERTY  SEATED  COINAGE 

Instructor:  Larry  Briggs,  author  and  specialist  in  Seated  coins 

An  in-depth  study  into  the  rarities  and  varieties  of  each  series  of  U.S.  Liberty 
Seated  coinage;  including  half  dimes,  dimes  and  twenty  cent  pieces,  with 
emphasis  on  quarters,  half  dollars,  Gobrecht  dollars  and  Seated  dollars.  This 
course  should  appeal  to  numismatic  scholars  of  all  levels.  It  will  be  technical, 
yet  easy  to  understand. 

Cost:  $375/425  (Tuition,  board  &  room/dbl/sgl) 

$250  (Tuition  only) 

Location:     The  historic  Colorado  College,  immediately  adjacent  to  ANA 
headquarters. 

Optional  tours  to  the  Denver  Mint  and  local  areas  of  interest. 

FOR  ADDITIONAL  INFORMATION  and  BROCHURES,  CONTACT: 

Education  Department 
American  Numismatic  Association 

818  North  Cascade  Avenue 
Colorado  Springs,  CO  80903-3279 
Telephone:  (719)  632-2646  •  FAX:  (719)  634-4085 


LSCC  Spring  Regional  Meeting 

LSCC  will  hold  a  regional  meeting  of  the  club  at  the  Central  States  Convention 
that  will  be  held  in  Indianapolis,  Indiana  from  April  8-1 0, 1 994.  The  club  meeting  will 
be  held  at  9:00  a.m.  on  Friday,  April  8, 1 994  in  Room  1 48  at  the  Indiana  Convention 
Center. 

The  purpose  of  this  meeting  will  be  to  provide  LSCC  members  with  an  opportu- 
nity to  discuss  Seated  coinage  and  to  present  information  on  future  club  activities. 
You  might  want  to  use  this  meeting  as  an  opportunity  to  show  other  club  members 
interesting  or  unusual  Seated  coins  that  you  have  purchased  over  the  years.  Copies 
of  all  three  collective  volumes  of  the  journal  will  be  available  for  purchase  at  the 
meeting. 

The  21st  Annual  Meeting  of  LSCC  will  be  held  in  conjunction  with  the  103rd 
Anniversary  Convention  of  the  American  Numismatic  Association  this  summer  in 
Detroit,  Michigan.  Further  details  on  this  meeting  will  be  announced  in  future 
publications  by  the  club. 

n 
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TWENTY  CENT  PIECES 

1875  AU-50  

1 875-00  F-1 2  

1875-S  AU-50  

QUARTERS 


1838 

1840-O 

1840-O 

1840-O 

1842-0 

1842-0 

1850 

1851 

1851-0 

1851-  0 
1852 

1852-  0 
1853 
1853 
1853 

1854 

1859-  8 
1860 

1860-  O 
1860-S 
1862 
1870 
1871 
1871-S 
1871-S 
1873 
1877-S 
1882 
1884 


AU-50   $495 

No  Drapery,  XF-40    200 

No  Drapery,  XF-45  ANACS   325 

Drapery,  AU-50  NGC   500 

Small  Date,  XF-40   2750 

Large  Date,  AU-50    595 

XF-45   150 

AU-50    300 


F-12.. 
VF-20. 
AU-50 
F-12.. 


  330 

  490 

  325 

  320 

Arrows  &  Rays,  XF-40   135 

Arrows  &  Rays,  AU-50  ANACS ...  335 
3/4,  AU-50,  toned,  weakness  on 

right  wing  as  struck    890 

AU-58PCGS   395 

VF-25   300 

Type  II  Reverse,  AU-55   195 

Thin  0,  AU-50    230 

F-1 2,  minor  obverse  scratch  . . 

AU-50   

AU-50  

AU-50   

VF-25  

XF-40,  somewhat  rough   495 

No  Arrows,  Open  3,  AU-50   265 

8  over  horizontal  S,  XF-45    350 

Proof-50    350 

AU-58,  lovely  coin   395 


HALF  DOLLARS 

$300      1853-0  Arrows  &  Rays,  XF-40   $280 

.  80      1855  5/4,  XF-40,  nice  coin   325 

245      1855  XF-40   100 

1857-  8  Medium  8,  AU-50    625 

1858-  8  XF-40   175 

1859  M8-60,  toned    395 

1860  AU-50    235 

1860-0  AU-50    175 

1860-8  Medium  8,  AU-50    220 

1860-8  Large  8,  AU-50    220 

1860-  8  M8-60    530 

1861  AU-50    130 

1861-  0  AU-50    190 

1862  AU-55    350 

1863-8  AU-50    235 

1866-8  No  Motto,  VF-20    285 

1867  AU-50,  mark  on  shield   175 

1868-8  AU-50    195 

1868-8  AU-55,  outstanding  coin    320 

1870  XF-40   110 

1870-  8  XF-45   135 

1871-  8  AU-50    175 

1872-  8  AU,  fully  original   370 

1873  No  Arrows,  Closed  3,  XF-40   125 

1873  Arrows,  XF-40   170 

1874  XF-40   170 

1874-8  Small  8,  XF-40    260 

1875  AU-50    135 

1876  AU-50    140 

1876-  8  MS-60,  baggy   295 

1877-  CC  AU-50    250 

1877-8  AU-50    155 

SEATED  DOLLARS 


270 
115 
300 
270 
490 


HALF  DOLLARS 


1839 

1839 

1840 

1841-0 

1842 

1845 

1845-0 

1845-  0 

1846-  0 
1848-0 
1849 
1850 
1851-0 

TERMS: 


No  Drapery, XF-45,  fully  original  toning  $950 

Drapery,  XF-40   120 

Small  Letters,  XF-45   135 

AU-50    225 

Medium  Date,  AU-50   150 

AU-50    245 

Drapery,  AU-50   215 

No  Drapery,  XF-45    235 

Medium  Date,  AU-50    180 

Leaning  8,  AU-50    295 

XF-40   130 

AU-55,  wonderful  coin   850 

AU-50,  obverse  abrasion   225 


1840 
1841 
1842 
1843 
1844 
1845 
1846-0 
1860-O 
1868 
1870 


AU-50 
VF-20. 
XF-40 . 
XF-40 . 


$575 
180 
220 
235 


AU-50,  minor  field  dig   725 

AU-50    1195 

XF-40   425 

AU-50    390 

XF-40,  minor  obverse  field  discoloration  295 
VF-30   250 

1 870-  CC  AU-55,  among  the  best  extant . .  2550 

1871  VF-35   225 

1 87 1-  CC  XF-45   7600 

1872  F-15   125 


1872-8   XF-40   995 

WANT  LISTS  SOLICITED.  LIBERTY  SEATED  COLLECTIONS  PURCHASED 
Personal  checks  must  clear.  1 5  day  return  privilege  for  coins  in  unopened  holders.  Please  add 
$4.00  for  postage  on  all  orders. 

Coin  Won  Company  •  LSCC  #1283 

P.O.  Box  161  •  Buffalo,  New  York  14221 
Telephone  (716)  688-0833  •  Fax  (716)  688-9049  
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A  Choice  Original  1877-S  Trade  Dollar 
With  a  Small  s  Mintmark 

by 

William  H.  Cregan 


Coin  collecting  is  always  more  fun  when  the  collector  is  able  to  find  a  nice, 
original  Liberty  Seated  coin  of  any  date  or  denomination  for  his  collection.  This  is 
true  because  so  many  19th  century  coins  have  been  ineptly  cleaned  or  artificially 
treated  over  the  years. 

A  coin  I  inspected  recently  that  neatly  fits  this  classification  is  a  choice,  about 
uncirculated  1877-S  Trade  dollar.  This  coin  has  a  nice,  original  steel  gray  toning 
and  is  well  struck.  It  has  been  treated  with  care  and  respect  since  the  day  it  was 
minted. 

This  coin  also  has  an  added  special  feature,  a  Small  s  mintmark  on  the  reverse 
that  is  less  than  half  the  size  of  the  typical  S  mintmark  seen  on  most  examples  of 
this  date.  This  variety  is  described  in  Walter  Breen's  encyclopedia  as  #5814, 
"minute  s,  very  rare". 

This  coin  has  the  typical  Type  II  reverse  with  no  olive  under  the  right  claw, 
rounded  olives  on  the  branch  and  narrow  leaves.  It  also  has  the  Type  II  obverse  with 
the  open  ribbon  ends  with  the  right  tail  pointing  down  between  the  words  WE  and 
TRUST. 

The  Trade  dollar  was  designed  by  Chief  Engraver  William  Barber.  It  was  minted 
from  1 873  to  1 885.  The  issues  before  1 876  were  practically  all  exported  to  compete 
with  the  coins  of  other  nations,  especially  Mexico  and  Great  Britain,  for  a  piece  of 
the  lucrative  China  trade. 
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At  first,  these  coins  were  legal  tender  in  amounts  up  to  $5  for  use  in  the  United 
States.  Then,  in  1876,  due  to  rapidly  falling  silver  prices,  the  Trade  dollar  was 
demonetized  and  its  legal  tender  status  revoked. 

Curiously,  after  this  demonetization,  more  Trade  dollars  were  minted  than  ever 
before.  Large  numbers  were  still  exported,  but  an  equal  number  were  forced  into 
domestic  trade  channels  on  the  East  and  West  coasts.  Their  use  was  being 
promoted  by  unscrupulous  employers  who  were  paying  their  uneducated  workers 
with  these  coins.  Since  the  coins  were  worth  only  bullion,  about  90  cents  each  at 
the  time,  an  employer  could  save  a  lot  of  money  by  paying  them  out  to  employees 
as  a  dollar  in  wages.  Workers  discovered  that  merchants  either  raised  their  prices 
or  refused  to  accept  the  coins.  Complaints  to  the  Treasury  Department  resulted  in 
the  redemption  of  all  unmutilated  Trade  dollars  starting  in  1887. 

Nice  original  uncirculated  Trade  dollars  are  now  scarce.  Many  were  melted  or 
received  chopmarks  from  Chinese  merchants  as  a  means  of  attesting  to  their  silver 
content.  Collecting  Trade  dollars  can  be  fun,  rewarding  and  often  very  educational. 


Dear  Friends, 

I  have  become  a  full  time  dealer  as  of  October  1993,  the  sole  proprietor  of  COLEMAN  COINS.  I  will 
continue  to  maintain  my  special  interest  in  Liberty  Seated  issues,  with  particular  emphasis  on  ANACS 
graded  specimens.  Please  keep  me  in  mind  as  a  market  maker  to  both  the  collector  and  investor.  I  intend 
to  provide  a  ready  market  for  all  gradeable  examples  of  the  series.  Thanks. 

Bill  Coleman 
HALF  DIMES  QUARTERS 

1837  PGGS  AU-50.  No  Stars.  .  $250  1850  ANACS  EF-45,  Breen  #3979  $295 
1841-0     ANACS  MS-62    595         HALF  DOLLARS 

1873        PCGSMS-61    125         1858-0  ANACS  EF-40   $59 

DIMES  1863      PROOF  ANACS  PR-64   1490 

1873       PCGS  AU-55.  Arrows  . . .  $225         SEATED  DOLLARS 

TWENTY  CENT  PIECES  1853      ANACS  AU-50    $1095 

1875-CC  ANACS  AU-50   $395         TRADE  DOLURS 

1876     PROOF  ANACS  PR-64 ... .  $2195 

Please  add  $5.00  for  shipping  and  handling  on  all  orders.  Ten  day  return 
privilege.  Thank  you. 

COLEMAN  COINS  •  LSCC  #828 

253  Merritt  Square,  #772  •  Merritt  Island,  Florida  32952 
Telephone  or  Fax  (407)  453-4332 
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LIBERTY  SEATED  HALF  DOLLARS 

Champions  of  Liberty  Seated  Half  Dollar  (LSHD)  research  are  desperately 
needed.  With  home  equity  used  up  and  charge  cards  at  the  limit,  I  must  sell  more 
books  and  duplicate  coins  in  order  to  effectively  continue  efforts  toward  publishing 
future  reference  books  on  LSHDs  which  clearly  identify  all  known  die  marriages. 

Since  its  release  in  July  1 993,  Bill  Bugert  and  I  have  sold  about  500  copies  of  our 
book  "The  Complete  Guide  to  Liberty  Seated  Half  Dollars"  from  a  total  print  run  of 
less  than  1500.  In  spite  of  the  title,  the  Complete  Guide  is  not  complete.  It  was 
complete  as  best  we  knew  in  regard  to  major  LSHD  varieties,  but  it  failed  to 
specifically  identify  all  known  die  marriages  for  each  date  and  mint.  In  the  future, 
Bill  and  I  hope  to  publish  three  new  volumes  on  LSHDs;  "Die  Marriages  of  the  U.S. 
Branch  Mint  at  New  Orleans",  "Die  Marriages  of  the  U.S.  Mint  at  Philadelphia"  and 
"Die  Marriages  of  the  U.S.  Branch  Mints  at  San  Francisco  and  Carson  City". 
However,  the  decision  on  whether  and  when  to  embark  on  future  books  will  depend 
on  the  success  of  the  current  book  which  still  needs  several  hundred  additional 
sales  to  recover  direct  costs. 

Except  for  an  occasional  FUN  or  ANA  show,  I  don't  attend  many  shows  outside 
my  local  area  in  the  Mid-Atlantic  region,  and  am  finding  fewer  good  collector  coins 
at  local  shows  each  year.  The  success  of  my  research  to  date  has  been  largely  due 
to  buying  coins  through  auctions  or  fixed  price  ads  for  study  and  comparison  at 
home  under  a  stereoscope.  Obviously,  I  cann't  routinely  return  properly  graded  and 
fairly  priced  material  if  I  want  to  remain  a  customer.  Therefore,  as  my  collection  has 
been  upgraded  and  become  more  complete,  I  have  accumulated  a  larger  number 
of  duplicate  coins.  Fortunately,  my  long  experience  at  recognizing  properly  graded 
and  fairly  priced  LSHDs  leaves  me  with  duplicate  coins  which  have  good  resale 
value  even  though  I  buy  most  of  them  at  retail  prices. 

Currently,  I  am  offering  a  pricelist  of  about  1 00  LSHDs.  These  coins  are  listed  by 
WB  numbers  from  my  book  and  most  of  them  will  grade  between  XF  and  UNC  with 
a  few  lower  grade  coins.  I  think  you  will  find  my  grading  to  be  conservative. 
Interested  members  are  invited  to  write  for  this  free  pricelist  and  are  encouraged  to 
provide  a  LSHD  wantlist  was  well.  I  promise  not  to  inflate  my  price  just  because  the 
coin  is  on  your  wantlist,  but  I  am  more  apt  to  order  a  coin  for  examination  if  I  have 
somewhere  to  go  with  a  duplicate  coin  if  one  is  generated. 

Also,  I  am  soliciting  members  who  are  interested  in  collecting  all  die  marriages 
for  a  specific  date  within  the  LSHD  series.  In  our  book,  Bill  and  I  list  the  number  of 
head  dies,  tail  dies  and  marriages  we  have  identified  for  each  date  and  the  level  of 
our  research.  This  information  may  help  you  choose  a  date  for  specialization,  or  I 
can  make  some  suggestions  if  desired.  If  enough  members  participate,  we  can 
cover  most  of  the  dates  in  the  series,  and  can  coordinate  which  dates  are  being 
collected  by  whom.  This  would  help  each  collector  decide  an  individual  level  of 
interest  in  collecting  LSHDs  by  die  marriage,  and  help  me  determine  the  overall 
level  of  interest  for  future  books.  I  will  provide  copies  of  my  die  marriage  notes  on 
a  particular  date  to  those  members  who  agree  to  participate.  You  may  write  to  me 
at  the  address  below,  or  call  me  at  home  on  weekends  or  between  6-9  pm  EST 
during  the  week.  Please  note  that  this  is  an  ad  and  not  an  article. 

Randall  Wiley 

P.O.  Box  442  •  Clifton,  Virginia  22024  •  Telephone  (703)  968-6734 
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Exceptional  Collection  of 
Liberty  Seated  Dollars  Sold 

Dennis  Steinmetz  of  Steinmetz  Coin  &  Currency  has  reported  the  sale  of  one  of 
the  most  outstanding  collections  of  Liberty  Seated  dollars  ever  assembled.  This 
collection  of  44  coins  had  been  painstakingly  assembled  over  a  period  of  nearly  50 
years  and  contained  many  rare  date  Liberty  Seated  dollars  in  superior  states  of 
preservation.  The  quality  of  the  collection  was  confirmed  when  the  coins  were 
submitted  to  the  Numismatic  Guaranty  Corporation  of  America  for  certification  and 
encapsulation.  Seven  of  the  44  coins  ranked  outright  as  the  highest  graded  proof 
or  business  strike  dollars  ever  certified  by  the  service  for  their  particular  date. 

The  collection  contained  what  the  owner  believed  was  a  complete  set  of  proof 
Liberty  Seated  dollars  from  1 840  to  1 873.  It  turns  out  that  the  1 841  and  1 845  coins 
were  business  strikes  but  both  were  deeply  prooflike  specimens  that  were  initially 
purchased  as  proofs  many  years  ago.  The  highest  grade  assigned  to  any  of  the 
coins  was  Proof-65.  For  the  32  proof  coins  in  the  set,  three  were  certified  as  Proof- 
65,  sixteen  as  Proof-64,  six  as  Proof-63,  three  as  Proof-62  and  four  as  Proof-61 . 

The  1850  specimen  was  assigned  a  grade  of  Proof-65,  the  highest  grade  ever 
assigned  to  a  proof  coin  of  this  date  by  NGC.  The  1 853  dollar  was  assigned  a  grade 
of  Proof-64,  the  only  proof  coin  of  this  date  certified  so  far  by  NGC.  The  1 856  coin 
was  given  a  grade  of  Proof-65,  tied  with  one  other  coin  as  the  highest  graded  of  this 
date  by  NGC.  The  grades  assigned  to  the  early  Philadelphia  specimens  are  given 
in  Table  I.  It  should  be  noted  that  all  early  proof  Liberty  Seated  dollars  before  1 858 
are  extremely  rare,  and  virtually  unobtainable  in  the  states  of  preservation  repre- 
sented by  this  collection. 

The  collection  contained  1 0  branch  mint  specimens,  many  in  exceptional  states 
of  preservation.  The  most  remarkable  of  these  coins  would  be  the  1 873-CC  dollar 
that  was  assigned  a  grade  of  MS-64,  the  only  Seated  dollar  of  this  date  ever  certified 
in  any  mint  state  grade  by  NGC.  The  1 850-O  coin  was  assigned  a  grade  of  MS-64, 
the  highest  grade  ever  assigned  to  a  coin  of  this  date  by  NGC.  The  1 859-S  dollar 
was  assigned  a  grade  of  MS-62,  again  the  highest  grade  assigned  to  a  coin  of  this 
date  by  NGC.  The  1 872-S  dollar  was  certified  as  MS-61 ,  the  only  coin  of  this  date 
ever  to  receive  a  mint  state  grade  by  NGC. 

The  collection  contained  an  example  of  all  branch  mint  issues  except  for  the 
1 870-S,  a  very  rare  date  for  which  there  are  fewer  than  a  dozen  specimens  known. 
A  list  of  the  grades  for  the  rare  branch  mint  specimens  is  given  in  Table  II. 

Steinmetz  Coins  &  Currency  purchased  the  set  from  an  old  time  eastern  collector 
and  initially  sought  to  sell  the  set  intact.  When  this  could  not  be  done,  Steinmetz 
reported  that  the  majority  of  the  coins  were  sold  to  several  different  collectors  who 
were  working  on  proof  sets  of  Liberty  Seated  dollars. 

The  Editor 
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The  Great  Eastern  Collection 
Table  I 

Early  Philadelphia  Mint  Issues 


Date 

Grade 

Date 

-*  *■*  ^  ^ 
uraue 

1840 

PR-63 

looO 

rn-DO 

1841 

MS-61 

1  ool 

DD  RO 

1842 

PR-63 

1 OO^; 

r  n-C>4 

1843 

Pin 

rR-63 

1  OOO 

DD  fiA 

1844 

PR-61 

1854 

PR-62 

1845 

MS-61 

1855 

PR-61 

1846 

PR-63 

1856 

PR-65 

1847 

PR-64 

1857 

PR-63 

1848 

PR-64 

1858 

PR-61 

1849 

PR-64 

Table  II 

Rare  Branch  Mint  Issues 

Date 

Grade 

Date 

Grade 

1850-O 

MS-64 

1870-CC 

AU-58 

1859-S 

MS-62 

1871-CC 

XF-40 

1872-S 

MS-61 

1872-CC 

MS-60 

1873-CC  MS-64 


A  Few  Special  Coins 


HALF  DIMES 

1837       No  Stars.  PCGS  AU-55.  Sparkling  luster,  a  light  blue-gold   $425 

1867      AU-55  or  better.  Light  scratch  by  shoulder  under  superb  toning   600 

DIMES 

1 885-S    PCGS-1 5.  Sharp  and  choice,  nearly  VF   $1 250 

QUARTERS 

1840-O    With  Drapery.  AU-50  or  better.  Sharp,  lustrous,  very  light  reverse 

planchet  roller  lines  as  struck   $400 

1873-S    PCGS  EF-40,  claims  to  AU   395 

1885      AU-53  or  better.  Splendid  album  toning,  truly  original  and  choice   400 

HALF  DOLURS 

1 891       NGC  MS-63.  Nice  semi  PL  with  some  golden  toning   $795 

Hours:  10:30  am  to  7:00  pm. 


Please  include  postage  on  orders  under  $100.  Two  week  return  privilege. 
Minnesota  residents  please  add  tax. 

Neil  Clasen  •  LSCC  #607 

P.O.  Box  41 3  •  Anoka,  MN  55303 
Telephone  (612)  421-4555 
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BETTER  DATES  #32 

This  list  contains  mostly  new  purchases,  with  a  few  pieces  that  remain  unsold  from 
my  previous  list.  Let  me  know  if  you  see  something  of  interest. 


HALF  DIMES 

1841      AU.  Lustrous,  lightly  toned   $95 

1846     VG-F.  Old  cleaning,  retoning   300 

1 853  F-VF.  NA,  rough,  cleaned,  a  few  marks29 

1853     VF-XF.  NA,  sharp  but  rough   44 

1853-0  G.  NA,  full  rims   110 

1864  VG.  A  nice  original  coin   325 

DIMES 

1838     VF.  A-5,  light  gray   $22 

1838     XF,  Choice  original  gray   55 

1845  XF-AU.  Lustrous,  album  toning  ....  32 

1846  F.  Light  gray   130 

1847  XF.  A-2,  medium  gray   95 

1849     VF.  Repunched  date   28 

1849     XF-AU.  Lustrous,  light  toning   60 

1850-O  VG-F.  Micro  0,  nice  gray    19 

1853     VG-F.  NA,  nice  light  gray   48 

1857     XF,  Lustrous,  hint  of  toning   30 

1860  VF-XF.  Deep  gray  toning,  sharp. .. .  28 

1861-  S  VF-XF.  Old  cleaning   165 

1862  XF.  Light  toning,  head  a  bit  flat  ....  30 

1862-  S  Ch.XF.  Deeply  toned,  hidden  mark  145 

1 863  Ch.VF.  Original,  a  few  marks   400 

1863-  S   F.  Light  gray   42 

1863-S   Ch.VF,  A  few  small  rim  marks    40 

1863-S  XF.  Hidden  rev.  scratch   105 

1865  Proof.  Polished  and  retoned    500 

1865-S   F.  Old  cleaning,  retoning   52 

1865-S  F-VF.  Flat  head   70 

1867-S  VG-F.  Porous    21 

1867-S  F-VF.  Nice  album  toning   65 

1871-CCF.  Cleaned,  retoned,  spot    825 

1873     VF-XF.  NA,  Closed  3   30 

1 874-S  VG.  Micro  s,  a  few  marks   28 

1874-  S  VF-XF. Thins,  old  cleaning    85 

1 875-  CC  XF.  CC  below  bow,  light  gray   45 

1876-  CC  VF.  Doubled  die  obv,GR-1 01 C...  45 

1881  F.  Nice  gray,  a  few  ticks   160 

1882  Ch.XF,  Sharp,  old  cleaning    19 

TWENTY  CENT  PIECES 

1875  XF-AU  Circulated  proof,  Sharp  , .  $220 

1 875-CC  VF.  Light  toning    130 


QUARTERS 

1838      F.  Old  cleaning,  retoned    $28 

1838  VF-XF.  Light  toning   75 

1839  F-VF.  Old  cleaning,  retoning   40 

1839     Ch.VF.  Nice  album  toning   65 

1841  F.  Nice  album  toning,  old  scratch  . .  55 

1842  F.  Original,  many  fine  scratches  ...  60 
1842-0  AU.  Lg  Dt,  faint  obv.  scuff    360 

1 845  AU-UNC.  Lustrous,  light  obv.  hairline295 

1846  F.  46/46,  Var.  2-D   30 

1849-0  Ch.F,  Small  rev,  mark   750 

1852-0  G-VG,  Usual  weak  obv,  rims   150 

1860-  S   F,  Light  toning    310 

1861-  S  VF,  Porous,  obv,  scratch   45 

1863     VG.  Light  gray   30 

1866-  S  AG.  Just  wear    110 

1867-  S   F.  Medium  gray   275 

1868-  S   F.  Obverse  scratch   60 

1870     AG.  Just  wear   30 

1874-S   VG.  Nice  gray   26 

1881  G+/AG.  Original  gray   95 

1882  F.  Deep  original  gray   210 

1883  VF.  Medium  gray    250 

1885     AG/FR.  Just  wear   75 

1885  F.  Light  roughness,  faint  scratches  150 

HALF  DOLLARS 

1 842-0  VF.  Lg  Dt,  mottled  gray  toning 

1845  VF-XF.  Russet  album  toning  . 

1847-0  VG,  Nice  original  gray   

1 861  -0  VF,  Confederate  obv,  cleaned 

1878-CC  AG-G,  Old  cleaning   

1 890  XF,  Two  hidden  holes  in  reeding 

SEATED  DOLLARS 


$55 
85 
20 
125 
145 
180 


1836 

VG,  Expertly  plugged,  rim  solder  spots  $1750 

1841 

VF,  Tiny  hole  at  12:00  

85 

1848 

G,  Scratches  above  eagle  

235 

1856 

F-VF,  Original,  small  hole  at  12:00 . 

250 

1859-S 

G-VG.  Holed  at  12:00  

135 

1870 

F.  Nice  gray,  a  few  obv.  ticks  

130 

TRADE  DOLLARS 

1873-CC  XF.  PCI-40,  thin  obv.  scratches  , , 
1 875-CC  G-VG.  Nice  gray,  faint  rim  bumps 


$265 
.  45 


All  Coins  Guaranteed.  ANA  Grading.  Please  add  $2.00  for  Postage. 

14  Day  Return  Privilege  if  in  Original,  Unopened  Holder.  Layaway  and  Approval 

Service  Available. 

Harry  E.  Smith  •  LSCC  #566 

P.O.  Box  705  •  South  San  Francisco,  California  94083 
Telephone  (415)  583-9908 
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The  1845-0  Footless  1  Half  Dollar 


by 

Donald  Heifer 

Shown  below  is  a  picture  of  the  obverse  of  an  1 845-0  half  dollar  that  is  missing 
part  of  the  1  in  the  date.  This  is  described  as  variety  WB-1 09  in  the  new  guide  to 
Liberty  Seated  half  dollars  by  Wiley  &  Bugert.  It  is  designated  as  the  Footless  1 
variety  because  it  is  missing  the  lower  left  base  of  the  1  in  the  date.  The  coin 
presented  in  this  article  is  an  XF  specimen  and  is  the  only  example  of  this  variety  that 
I  have  ever  encountered. 

The  coin  pictured  below  shows  the  missing  left  foot  on  the  1  but  the  right  foot  of 
the  1  appears  stronger  than  in  the  picture  of  this  variety  presented  in  the  Wiley- 
Bugert  guide.  The  obverse  die  shows  very  little  evidence  of  die  polishing  with  strong 
drapery  lines  from  the  elbow.  This  coin  would  appear  to  be  an  earlier  die  state  of  the 
coin  pictured  in  the  new  guide  to  the  Seated  half  dollar  series. 


1845-0  Footless  1  Half  Dollar 


43 


New  Seated  Dime  Variety  Update 


by 

Gerry  Fortin 

Continued  study  of  Liberty  Seated  dinnes  by  dedicated  club  members  has  once 
again  produced  several  unlisted  varieties  in  the  series.  Newly  discovered  varieties 
that  exhibit  repunched  dates  or  possess  severe  die  cracks  are  of  interest  to  those 
dime  specialists  who  are  attempting  to  assemble  and  catalogue  die  varieties  by 
date  and  mintmark.  During  the  ANA  Convention  in  Baltimore  last  summer,  I  was 
given  an  opportunity  to  purchase  examples  of  several  of  the  new  varieties  that 
surfaced.  I  would  like  to  describe  the  key  attributes  of  these  varieties  for  fellow  club 
members  at  this  time. 

1 876-S,  Repunched  Date:  The  8  and  6  in  the  date  have  been  repunched  south. 
Traces  of  earlier  digits  are  visible  at  the  bottom  of  the  lower  loop  of  the  8  and  on  the 
left  side  of  the  lower  loop  of  the  6.  Additional  repunching  is  visible  above  the  knob 
of  the  6.  This  obverse  has  a  shield  position  SP-7  and  a  denticle  ruler  measurement 
DR-OC.  This  coin  has  a  Type  1  reverse  with  a  Small  s  mintmark.  A  heavy  reverse 
die  crack  begins  near  the  rim  at  5:00  and  continues  up  through  the  right  portion  of 
the  wreath.  This  coin  grades  a  nice  VG-8.  The  variety  was  discovered  by  Terry 
Searcy. 


1887-S,  Repunched  1 :  This  variety  features  strong  repunching  on  the  1  in  the 
date.  The  1  has  been  repunched  south  with  traces  of  the  first  punch  clearly  visible 
above  the  serif  of  the  1 .  The  obverse  has  a  shield  position  SP-6.5  and  a  denticle  ruler 
measurement  DR-OL.  The  denticles  directly  below  the  left  foot  of  the  1  have  been 
cut  down.  The  reverse  has  multiple  die  cracks  with  rim  exit  points  at  5:00,  7:00  and 
1 0:00.  This  variety  was  discovered  by  Jason  Carter.  The  discovery  coin  grades  AU- 
50  and  has  even  gold  and  brown  toning. 
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1 891 ,  Broken  1 :  The  first  1  in  the  date  has  an  incomplete  serif,  probably  from  a 
broken  1  punch.  The  attributes  of  the  obverse  are  SP-7  and  DR-OR.  Both  obverse 
and  reverse  dies  are  heavily  clashed.  This  variety  was  discovered  by  the  author,  with 
the  discovery  piece  grading  EF-45  with  nice  toning.  I  suspect  that  on  lower  grade 
coins,  evidence  of  the  broken  1  will  be  worn  away. 


The  excellent  photographs  of  the  three  unlisted  dime  varieties  were  taken  by  Tom 
Mulvaney. 
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Choice  Seated  Coins  From  Brian 

Thefollowing  list  is  only  a  small  portion  of  my  current  inventory.  Please  call 
or  write  to  receive  my  regular  list. 


HALF  DIMES 

1840     With  Drapery.  VF-20,  nice    $85 

1844-  0  Ch.VF.  Large  0,  original,  nice  ....  395 
1848-0  VF-20.  Large  0   40 

1852-  0  VF-30.  Choice   110 

1853-  0  No  Arrows.  Good   120 

1861      1/0  XF,  nice   95 

1863      VF-20   245 

1863-S   VF-30   52 

1866     ANACS  MS-62,  rare   775 

1866-S   Ch.XF   110 

1868     AU-55.  Dipped  but  sharp   285 

1872  VF-30.  Doubled  Die  Obv   95 

DIMES 

1840     With  Drapery.  VF-,original   $105 

1845-  0  VF-20   140 

1846  VG   95 

1847  XF/AU.  High  Date   145 

1852-0  VF   80 

1853      No  Arrows.  F-1 5   110 

1856-S   VF-20,  nice   385 

1858-S   Good-4   70 

1859     Gh.XF-45.  Blundered  Date   80 

1860-O  ANACS  VF-20   1150 

1860-  S   F-1 2   40 

1861-  S   VG,  full  LIBERTY   80 

1861-  S   VF-20   210 

1862-  S   VF-20   135 

1863  VG-8    340 

1864  VF,  rough    175 

1864     Fine,  choice    395 

1865-8  VF-20.  Bold  S  variety   85 

1869-S   VF   30 

1 872-CC  VF,  a  few  marks  under  toning  ....  975 

1872-  S   XF-45+   225 

1873  No  Arrows.  XF-40,  Closed  3   40 

1873-  CC  With  Arrows,  in  stock  CALL 

1879  Good   150 

1880  FA/G    160 

1881  AbtXF   265 

1886-8   VF   80 

1891-0  VG  0/horizontal  0,  a  few  marks  ...  95 


QUARTERS 

1842      Large  Date.  VG   $90 

1842      Large  Date.  PCG8  AU-50,  prooflike  875 

1848      Fine,  nice    75 

1849-0  VG,  near  full  LIBERTY   525 

1851-  0  Fine   375 

1852-  0  Fair   75 

1853      3/4,  VF   110 

1859-8   F/VF,nice   195 

1862-8   VG   60 

1863      VF-30   70 

1870     Fine,  original   90 

1 872-  CC  Fine,  choice  coin    975 

1873-  8   VF   140 

1875-  CCAbtVF   195 

1891-0  VG-8,  original   150 

HALF  DOLLARS 

1839     Good.  No  Drapery   $40 

1841  XF   225 

1842  Small  Date,  VF,  choice   70 

1842-0  Large  Date,  VF   55 

1845-  0  Ch.VG.  Tripled  Date   195 

1846     Tall  Date.  AU-55,  Spiked  4   185 

1846-  0  Tall  Date.  VG   210 

1850      VF-30   400 

1857-S   Good   50 

1861-8  AU-55,  gold  toning   235 

1866-8   NofVlotto,  Fine   145 

1870-CC  Good,  full  rims    485 

1876-  CC  VF,  boldE   70 

1877-  CC  VF,  choice   60 

1884      VF-20   325 

1891      Ch.AU-55,  nice   290 

SEATED  DOLLARS 

1846-0  Good,  a  few  bumps   $130 

1848      PCGS  AU-50   1100 

1 853  ANACS  XF-45,  choice  &  nicely  toned  550 

1859-8   VF,  mark  free    525 

1860      AU,  dipped,  sharp    525 

1872-8   ANACS  VF-20,  original   575 

TRADE  DOLLARS 

1880     AU-55,  toned   $875 


WANTED  TO  BUY!  Scarce  Dates,  Scarce  Varieties  or  Complete  Collections.  Please  Call. 
TERMS:  10  Day  Return  Privilege  for  any  Reason.  Please  add  $2.00  for  Postage. 
Personal  Checks  Must  Clear.  Strict  Grading!! 

Brian  Greer  •  LSCC  #716 

P.O.  Box  151271  •  Lakewood,  CO  80215 
Telephone  (303)  232-7737 
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A  New  Variety  of  the  1876  Half  Dollar 

by 

Frank  Van  Valen 

As  a  professional  numismatist  on  the  staff  of  Auctions  by  Bowers  and  Merena 
in  Wolfeboro,  New  Hampshire,  I  get  to  see  hundreds  of  coins  each  day.  Even  more 
exciting  to  me  is  the  fact  that  I  get  to  study  every  coin  that  crosses  my  desk  with  an 
8X  glass.  Every  now  and  then  my  efforts  pay  off. 

While  cataloguing  coins  for  the  March,  1994  sale,  an  attractive  1876  half  dollar 
crossed  my  desk.  Knowing  full  well  that  this  high  mintage  date  has  great  potential 
for  new  discoveries,  I  put  the  trusty  old  BX  glass  to  work.  Bingo!  Just  at  the  base 
of  the  rock,  above  and  to  the  right  of  the  existing  6  in  the  date,  I  could  see  the 
obvious  remnant  of  an  erroneously  punched  6. 

A  quick  look  through  the  three  Collective  Volumes  of  the  Gobrecht  Journal  failed 
to  turn  up  any  other  reference  to  this  variety.  The  new  book  on  the  Liberty  Seated 
half  dollar  series  by  Wiley  and  Bugert  does  not  mention  this  variety  in  its  listing  of 
major  varieties  for  this  date.  I  am  therefore  very  pleased  to  present  this  variety  to 
my  fellow  LSCC  members.  The  discovery  of  this  variety  is  just  the  latest  of  many 
exciting  finds  among  the  common  dates  in  the  Liberty  Seated  series. 

I  have  found  that  many  collectors  are  now  turning  exclusively  to  the  common 
dates  in  their  continuing  search  for  new  varieties.  Just  remember,  there  is  always 
room  for  fun  in  our  hobby.  Keep  your  eyes  open  and  happy  hunting.  Any  club 
member  wishing  further  information  about  this  particular  coin  should  contact  me 
at  1-800-458-4646. 


1876  Half  Dollar  with  Extra  6  in  Rock 


47 


THE  COMPLETE  GUlOE  TO 

LIBERTY 
SEATED 

HALF  DOLLARS 


RANDY  WILEY     BILL  BUGERT 


The  Complete  Guide 
to  Liberty  Seated 
Half  Dollars 

by 

Randy  Wiley 

and 
Bill  Bugert 


234  pages 

564  photographs. 

Hardbound  only. 

First  printing  limited  to 
1500  copies 


•  Complete  Date/mintmark  analysis. 

•  Comprehensive  analysis  of  major  varieties. 

•  Over  300  varieties  with  close-up  photographs. 

•  Complete  rarity  ratings  for  all  varieties. 

•  History  of  the  series. 

•  In-depth  analysis  of  hub  types. 

•  Complete  reed  count  and  diameter  analysis. 

•  Discussion  of  errors,  counterfeit,  and  altered  coins. 

•  Fully  illustrated  chapter  on  grading  for  3  separate  design  types. 

Single  copy  $69.95  postpaid.  Please  specify  if  you  desire  your 
copies  autographed. 

Send  check  or  money  order  to: 

Wiley  and  Bugert 

Box  442   •  Clifton,  Virginia  22024 
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An  1863  Quarter  With  Recut  1  in  Date 


by 

Larry  Briggs 

Shown  below  is  a  picture  of  an  1 863  quarter  with  a  recut  1  in  the  date.  This  variety 
shows  a  very  prominent  vertical  shaft  of  an  earlier  1  below  the  base  of  the  1  in  the 
date.  The  extra  shaft  is  so  strong  that  it  would  be  evident  on  even  a  low  grade 
specimen.  There  is  also  very  light  recutting  to  the  right  of  the  8  in  the  date.  There 
are  several  very  pronounced  vertical  lines  running  through  the  center  of  the 
obverse,  the  result  of  die  clashing.  There  are  no  prominent  die  characteristics  on 
the  reverse. 

I  discovered  this  variety  in  September  1 992.  At  the  present  time  it  is  still  very  rare. 
I  would  be  interested  in  hearing  from  anyone  who  owns  an  example  of  this  recently 
identified  variety. 


1863  Quarter  with  Recut  1  in  Date 
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* — *    Collective  Volumes  Available    * — * 

In  order  to  make  the  information  in  the  early  issues  of  the  Gobrecht 
Journal  available  to  all  LSCC  members,  the  club  has  chosen  to 
reprint  the  articles  in  these  issues  in  hard  bound  collective  volumes. 
There  have  been  three  collective  volumes  printed  to  date,  each 
containing  the  material  printed  in  the  journal  over  a  period  of  five 
years.  The  articles  in  these  collective  volumes  have  been  ordered  by 
denomination  and  date  to  make  it  easy  for  the  reader  to  locate  a 
specific  article  or  to  research  a  specific  date.  The  first  section 
contains  articles  of  general  interest  which  cut  across  denominations. 
Subsequent  sections  contain  information  on  specific  denominations 
starting  with  half  dimes  and  progressing  through  to  dollars.  These 
volumes  contain  many  original  articles  on  Seated  coinage  not 
available  in  any  other  numismatic  books  currently  on  the  market. 

The  collective  volumes  represent  the  latest  available  research  on 
the  silver  Liberty  Seated  coinage  of  the  19th  century.  Each  book  is 
attractively  bound  in  a  hard  cover  in  a  7  by  1 0  inch  format.  All  prices 
include  postage. 

Collective  Volume  Number  One 

This  volume  contains  the  material  published  in  the  first  18  issues 
of  the  journal  that  were  released  between  December  1 974  and  July 
1 980.  This  volume  contains  almost  390  pages  of  material  on  Seated 
coins.  Price:  $29  per  copy. 

Collective  Volume  Number  Two 

This  Volume  contains  the  material  published  in  Issues  #1 9  to  #33 
of  the  journal  that  were  released  between  November  1980  and  July 
1985.  This  volume  contains  380  pages  of  material  on  Seated  coins. 
Price:  $29  per  copy. 

Collective  Volume  Number  Three 

This  volume  contains  the  material  published  in  Issues  #34  to  #48 
of  the  journal  that  were  released  between  November  1985  and  July 
1990.  This  volume  contains  470  pages  of  material  on  Seated  coins. 
Price:  $34  per  copy. 

Make  all  checks  payable  to  LSCC  and  send  to: 
John  McCloskey,  President  LSCC 
5718  King  Arthur  Dr. 
Kettering,  Ohio  45429 
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Some  Suggested  Topics 
for  Future  Journal  Articles 

During  the  Annual  Meeting  of  LSCC  at  the  ANA  Convention  in  Baltimore  last 
summer  a  sheet  was  passed  around  asking  members  to  suggest  topics  for  articles 
to  appear  in  future  issues  of  the  journal.  It  was  hoped  that  such  an  exercise  would 
provide  valuable  information  on  what  kind  of  articles  the  members  would  like  to  see 
in  the  journal  and  stimulate  those  individuals  with  specific  knowledge  on  the  listed 
topics  to  prepare  an  article  for  publication  in  the  journal.  A  listing  of  the  suggested 
topics  for  future  articles  in  the  journal  is  given  below. 

1 .  Present  information  on  the  different  Carson  City  mintmark  punches  used  in  the 
Seated  half  dollar  series. 

2.  Prepare  more  articles  on  the  results  of  research  on  die  varieties  for  a  specific 
date,  including  the  listing  of  die  marriages  for  individual  dates. 

3.  Discuss  the  minting  procedures  used  to  strike  Liberty  Seated  coins. 

4.  Continue  population  surveys  of  the  Seated  series,  including  the  twenty  cent 
pieces  and  Trade  dollars. 

5.  Present  die  characteristics  and  counterfeit  detection  methods  for  the  rare  dates 
not  yet  covered  in  earlier  articles. 

6.  Present  more  information  on  the  circulation  patterns  of  Liberty  Seated  coins 
during  the  19th  century. 

7.  Prepare  a  price  structure  for  the  different  varieties  within  a  specific  date, 
separating  the  major  varieties  from  the  minor  varieties  for  specific  dates. 

8.  Provide  die  variety  information  for  dates  within  the  Seated  dollar  series. 

9.  Prepare  a  comprehensive  article  on  proof  coinage  in  the  Liberty  Seated  series. 

10.  Continue  articles  on  recut  date  varieties  and  blundered  date  varieties. 

11.  Identify  those  dates  in  each  Seated  series  which  are  underrated  and  those 
which  are  overrated. 

1 2.  Present  more  short  articles  indicating  what  was  available  at  large  coin  shows. 

13.  Describe  interesting  or  unusual  finds  that  individuals  were  able  to  purchase  at 
various  shows  or  auctions. 

14.  Provide  information  on  proof  coinage  of  the  1850s. 

15.  Present  information  on  the  interests  and  activities  of  Kam  Ahwash,  the  first 
dealer  who  specialized  in  Liberty  Seated  die  varieties. 

The  Editor 
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Letters  to  the  Editor 

I  was  the  successful  bidder  for  the  1876-CC  twenty  cent  piece,  Lot  #1405  in 
Stack's  January  1 988  auction  sale.  I  placed  this  winning  bid  on  behalf  of  a  private 
collector.  After  reading  the  article  by  Carson  Torpey  in  Issue  #58  of  the  journal 
about  the  possibility  of  extra  digits  appearing  in  the  denticles  on  this  rare  date,  the 
owner  examined  his  coin.  He  reports  that  indeed  there  does  seem  to  be  the  top  of 
an  extra  8  in  the  denticles  on  his  1876-CC  twenty  cent  piece. 

Charles  Barasch 
LSCC#1344 

I  read  with  great  interest  the  article  in  Issue  #58  of  the  journal  about  the  1842 
Seated  dollar  with  three  rim  cuds.  In  Issue  #42  of  the  journal  I  reported  an  1842 
Seated  dollar  with  two  rim  cuds.  The  cud  on  my  coin  outside  the  1 2th  and  1 3th  stars 
is  identical  to  the  one  shown  in  the  Briggs  photograph.  The  second  cud  on  my  coin 
represents  an  earlier  die  state  for  the  cud  outside  the  first  three  stars  that  is  shown 
in  the  Briggs  photograph.  On  my  coin  the  lower  part  of  this  cud  is  complete  up  to 
the  top  of  the  1  st  star,  but  it  then  continues  only  narrowly  along  the  denticles  to  the 
top  of  the  2nd  star.  My  coin  shows  no  evidence  of  the  third  cud  below  the  date  nor 
any  evidence  of  die  cracks  in  that  area  along  the  denticles  to  the  left  of  the  date. 

We  can  now  conclude  that  the  die  damage  that  resulted  in  the  three  cuds  did  not 
occur  all  at  the  same  time  and  that  the  cud  below  the  date  was  the  last  of  the  three 
to  appear.  We  can  also  say  that  the  cud  along  the  first  three  stars  reached  its  full 
development  after  the  appearance  of  the  cud  along  stars  1 2  and  1 3.  However  it  is 
still  possible  that  the  first  two  cuds  started  to  form  at  the  same  time. 

My  coin  has  some  raised  metal  in  the  base  of  the  rock  just  above  and  between 
the  4  and  2  in  the  date.  This  may  be  the  remains  of  a  misplaced  numeral  or  it  may 
be  just  a  die  chip.  Also,  the  2  in  the  date  on  my  coin  appears  to  be  recut  at  the 
bottom.  These  diagnostic  features  might  help  in  identifying  coins  struck  from  this 
die  before  the  cuds  formed. 

David  Rubin 
LSCC  #961 

I  would  like  to  make  a  correction  to  my  article  "The  Finest  Known  Certified  Carson  City 
Seated  Dollar  Set"  that  appeared  in  Issue  #58  of  the  journal.  The  gem  uncirculated  coin 
that  Kam  Ahwash  purchased  for  $5,000  was  an  1 843-0  dime,  not  an  1 843  dime  as  stated 
in  the  article.  While  this  purchase  was  not  an  important  part  of  the  story  described  in  the 
article,  I  wanted  to  make  this  correction  for  historical  accuracy. 

Weimar  White 
LSCC  #660 


1 993  was  an  exciting  year  for  the  Gobrecht  Journal.  I  noticed  many  new  names  of 
individuals  who  had  written  articles,  a  lot  of  fresh  Seated  material  being  offered  for 
sale,  and  higher  membership  numbers.  It  looks  as  though  research  is  continuing  at 
a  record  pace  in  the  Liberty  Seated  coinage  series.  I  am  proud  to  be  a  member  of  the 
Liberty  Seated  Collectors  Club.  All  the  best  to  the  club  in  the  coming  year. 

Frank  Van  Valen 
LSCC  #916 
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MEMBERSHIP  APPLICATION 

LiBERTy  Seated  Colleetors  Club 


NAME 


ADDRESS 


CITY  STATE  ZIP 


I'M  A  COLLECTOR  □      DEALER  □  COLLECTOR/DEALER  □ 

YOU  MAY  □       MAY  NOT  □ 

SEND  MY  NAME  AND  ADDRESS  TO  OTHER  CLUB  MEMBERS. 
I  COLLECT  BY  DATE  SEATED  HALF  DIMES  □  DIMES  □ 

QUARTERS  □  HALF  DOLLARS  □        DOLLARS  □  ALL  SEATED  □ 

SIGNATURE  DATE 


Membership  Fee  -  $1 5.00  for  first  year  dues  and  initiation  fee. 
Fill  in  the  above  and  mail  with  $15.00  to: 
John  Kroon    •    P.O.  Box  1062 
Midland,  Michigan  48641 


CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS 

We  ask  that  you  notify  us  as  soon  as  possible  when  you  move  or 
change  your  mailing  address.  It  seems  that  we  always  have  one  or  two 
Journals  returned  to  us  for  improper  address  when  a  member  has 
moved  to  a  new  location.  In  such  cases,  we  must  wait  for  the  member 
to  contact  us  and  provide  us  with  the  new  address.  To  avoid  unnec- 
essary delays  in  receiving  the  Journal  and  to  assist  us  in  keeping  our 
mailing  list  current,  we  ask  that  you  inform  us  as  soon  as  possible 
of  any  ctiange  of  address. 


Reverse  Picture  of 
1846  Proof 
Half  Dime 


Your  comments  on  any  of  the  articles,  ads,  or  club  policies  are  invited.  This 
is  your  club  and  the  Officers  are  dedicated  to  operating  it  on  behalf  of  the 
members.  Address  any  comments  to: 

John  McCloskey 

Editor,  Gobrecht  Journal 
5718  King  Arthur  Drive 
Kettering,  Ohio  45429 


